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CHAP. I. 

THE VENETIAN BUND. 

X HE asylum 'wliich friradshlp af- 
forded to Victor de Leyris, was as the 
quiet port to the shipwrecked roarit 
ner: there he forgot the tremendous 
storm iwbich had indeed wrecked his 
hopes i^nd fortune. Wiseby so much 
enjoyed his compi^ny^ that a ^stranger 
would hi^ve thought all the obligat^n 
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JS TH& BACHELOR. 

was on his side. . Lady Caroline^ with 
all her faults and absurdities^ ex- 
pressed great kiindn^ towards, her 
brother's friend; an J even had she 
irefusedtd imke on him^ which by the 
HbJrfi^:ite•^id.5i^th.less grace than most 
women^ what rigour of her's would 
he not have thought amply recom- 
pensed by the pleasuiie of associating 
with Lady Mary, whose looks alone 
filled the inmgiaation ymih dreams &f 



A oew incidient whiah now oceupred^ 
tended to bring liiem still nearer toge^ 
HuM^ by nmkiBg them partners -m » 
secret of tbe^ eacl^n. Wiseby ha^in^ 
9«f(|tteited Ub fiieod. to paani a^ por^ 
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tiait a£ hn^ sister^ Vietor sod Ladiji 
Mary fixed ti^msielves in ih% dmwiflg 
room one moniiiag bejbre tiict bour of 
breakfast. Aftei* ftaving arranged the 
eokmr«^ the iTory^ and passed some 
time in placing the youiig l^y> whom 
be could net seat ejs^aetly to his satis^ 
faction^ perhaps purposely prolonging 
tiie pleasure he felt in contemplating 
Ber so near and so freely, at length 
Vietor was beginning his work, when 
the door of the mysterious apartment 
exactly opposite to them suddenly 
opened. They beheld Lord Wiseby' 
coming slowly out of it : he probably 
did not think that any person was in 
the room^ where he usually wa» the 
first. On perceiving them be startCNiy 
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4 TfiE BACHELOR^ 

and turned liastily to close the door^ 
but wai not quick enough to prevent 
the count and Lady Mary from dis- 
tinguishing in the shade M the back of 
the room' a woman seated by a small 
table, with her head reclining on her 
hand. They both perceived the agi- 
tation of Wis^by ; but as am i^^ble in- 
tentions need not be communicated, 
without speaking they agreed to feign 
that they had seen nothing. The earl 
looked at them with an expression of 
distrust and uncertainty which their . 
unembarrassed mannelr by degrees dis- 
pelled. 

The breakfast would have been a 
more silent meal than it usually was. 
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had not Lady Caroline promoted con- 
versation. Lady Mary was so absent 
that Victor feared her brother would 
remark it, and was' obliged to recal 
her attelitioa several times* Wiscby 
went out early with his eldest sister^ 
leaving thespainter to proceed with^ 
Ills delightful task. Being again left 
alone with Lady Mary, they were 
equally anxious to speak of the extra- 
ordinary circumstance they had wit- 
nessed so unexpectedly. Delicacy, 
withheld Victor, and timidity re- 
strained Lady Mary : however, shfe 
first broke silence, and they eagerly 
expressed their astonishment and va- 
rious suppositions concerning the young 
lady so carefully concealed. They 
b3 
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first imagined she ws^ ^axne distressed 
persQB wbo bad came to implore his 
lordship for protection and relief. 
Wiseby was so good, ^o . generous I 
But no^ tliat could not be? They 
knew that for several years the •entrance 
of this apartment hdd been forbiddea 
to all by the master of tbe mansion; 
that during any absence of the earl% 
this chamber was compLeatly closed^ 
ajid when he was at Wiseby Place be 
r(^gularly passed an hour every siorn*- 
i»g in it, though nothing bad ever 
4r4nspired to afford any idea of his 
motive for so doing-*-*^^ Noi %ut thai 
I have been at some pain^ to uaravel 
the mystery/' said Lady Mary, laughs 
ing, ^^ for never was anyof Bluebeard'^ 
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mhtsmwe ditiom Ihas i ^avebcen 
itn tins iaru^cject ; 1>ut my brother does 
Mvt put msy constraint on us; ^y 
Ultra shonld we annoy bioi. ft is nei- 
4]icr just nw generaas.'- 

filie thm b^an again to speak of 
idle yornig female^ and lamented ^lat 
^be ^otild not approacb her^ observing^ 
'^ If she is imhappy, ^be m^iglrt relate 
her sorrowis ; and this would be som^ 
reiref itt least. *' In Aimt, V ictor and 
Lady Mary bewildered themselves 
^wth tbKk ^ario«is conjectures. Thk 
in}«terioi!t^ chamber wsrs to them^^s 
yievplexttig Mtfa£ labyrinth of Crete. 

During ttie ire^ of the ^ftay, they e««t 
B 4 
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8 THE BACHELOR. 

more than one inquisitive look on Lord 
Wiseby: but the calm^ unembarrassed 
tranquillity of his countenance and 
manner proved that there was at leist 
nothing new in his situation^ and made 
it still more difficult for observers to 
form any probable idea which could 
explain this strange affair. The next 
day dispelled a portion of the mystery 
in which it was enveloped. 

Lady Mary had accompanied her 
brother and sister to the Arabian fa- 
•^bric, where they mounted their horses 
to tak6 a ride. She declined joitting* 
them, on the plea- of giving the couirt 
another sitting for her picture. She 
was lightly tripping towaiHis the ho«8e> 
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when^ on passing the \vindowf of die 
chamber^ the object of so many sup« 
positions^ the wind. 9uddenly blew open 
one of the Venetian blinds^ which had 
been ill closed on the inside^ and on 
which her eye happened to be then 
fixed. 

It has already been observed^ that 
this' apartment was on the ground- 
floor ; but being elevated over the 
servants' offices^ the windows were 
about six feet from the gravel walk, 
where Lady Mary stood,, measuring 
the height with an anxious eye. '^ Dear 
me, I am not tall enough^"' she whis- 
pered to herself. She hesitated a. mo- 
ment ; but curiosity was strong^er than 

3^5 
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prodenee. After looking rounds to 
see that no one observed faer^ she drew 
a garden chair^ aoKl stood on it. At 
first Ae oolj suffered ber straw bat to 
appe^ir above the bottom of the win* 
dow-^— thea b» loTely forehead — tbca 
ber sparkling blue eyes^ and saw tl^ 
lady whom she had caught a glimpse 
of on tbe preceding day. Her attitude 
was different^ but the dress and ap* 
pearanee exactly the same. 

Lady Mary was glad that the noise 
she bad made in getting on the chair 
liad not attracted the stranger's atten- 
tion. She raised herself by little and 
little^ emboldened on the one bali4^ 
and iFcxed on the others when she per« 
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ceired that neither the motion of the 
blinds^ blown about by the wind, nor 
the presence of A t>et8^ti at the win- 
dow, could draw the unfortunate lady 
from the profou^ reterie in which 
she seemed to be plunged. 

t<ady Mary, after examining for 
«ome minutes erery fliing th^t was to 
'be seen, replaced the Winds, jnmped 
from the diair, and returned to the 
Jiouse. 
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CHAR. 11. 

A DISCO vi;ry. 

For near half an hour^ Lady 
.Mary had been seated opposite to Yic- 
.tor^ who was proceeding in silence 
wiHihis work, when, yielding to that 
imperious law which springs from be- 
nevolence. and causes us to take so 
much pleasure in communicating what 
we might conceal, the amiable sister of 
Lord Wiseby said with a^smile: *' It 
cannot be denied^ Sir, that you\ possess 
abundance of discretion: you have 
been waiting for me this hour^ and do 
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not eren ask me ^hj 1 haye kept jou 
so long.*' 

Victor replied^ that .he thought be 
had no right to ask any such ques* 
tioB. '^ No, certainly, vrhcn the se- 
crets of a^nolber person ar^i concerned/' 
rep^ed she, on the impulse of the mo- 
ment. Victdr was too delicate^to ap-^ 
pear to understand all the commenda- 
tion of himself which this answer con-J 
veycd. '' Nobody has told me what I 
know/' continued. sHe; /^ the apart- 
ment-— the young woman- " 

'' What, my lad}', bate you stolen 
you^ pother's secret ?'f ^ 
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'^Stofenl No, I liETe ^t6bsti iro-- 
thing : we are not forbidden to find J 
and for what I know I am indebted to 
change/* 

'' Take care, mj lad j ; you will 
40OD be as close « nasoMr a) Lftdy 
Caroliae/* 

" You smile; I suppose you mean 
to say that X ought to say nothing. 
Well, I shall only tell you that the 
wind blew opeji the blinds of the 
apartment of which we were speaking. C 

^' And did you look in ?" 

'' I did. In short. Sir, the' female 
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ab0ut wimn wp £bnned wmuky con- 
jeciuie^, giires me no tinefteifiesB ao^v; 
mni tlmi'fi aU jou shall know/' 

^* I «hall not wfc j(ni to ray any 
tbjng mofc. It k natural that yon 
sbonld faa^e but Uttle to rektte of a 
persoB whom you could only havo sem 
through a windovr that was shat*^ 

'^ So you think I hare but little to 
say about her ! I was^at the window 
at least ten minutes ; «o that I am 
pretty sure I hare seen all tibat it is 
possible to see. I could discern T^ry 
distinctly that the feraiUe is pi^y> and 
that she not dressed in the present 
fashion^ but that she has a gown in 
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ih6 French stj^le^ Inspruck glovcf, anA 
a Leghorn straw hat; and if you^ Sir^ 
would chuse to make a drawing of her 
from my description^ with all her ac- 
companiments/.place a tahle exactly 
opposite the window^ and on the table 
a large medallion^ representing in pro- 
^le a young man in regimentals^ who 
has just finished writing upon a pillar 
the name of Adriana/' 

'•• '^Adriana!'* cried Victor^ with a 
Sudden start — '' Adriana ! Are you . 
sure that was the name^ my lady ?" 

^' Yes^ and the young man is dressed 
in a white uniform/ turned up with 
red/* ' 
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" It cap be DO qih%c V exckimed 
Victor with emotioti — '"T^hat is the 
uniform of my regiment^ and the me- 
dallion is exa)Ct1y like one which I 
painted for my sister> whose name is 
Adriana."' 

'^ O ho ! jou haye a sister called 
Adriaoa?/' said Lady Mary, who was 
as ingenuous in the expression of 
her admiration, as she^ad been in 
niianifestiog. her anxiety at Victor's 
former exclamationns. '' So you have a 
sister?" 

'' To be sure^ I haye; but/' added 
he, rising from his chpiri '^ let me beg 
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you ie explaifi yotrrs^': is Adriaiut 

'^ Make yotirself ^a»y,** rejoitrcrd 
Irafly Mary, lattgWng : '' if sbc ii 
here^ she is but of marble^ wi>od^.tMr 
wax?" 

Vhrtcrr Mrat trt a Txm ^at to inaktB 
t)f fbfs lextrttardinary ^iploBian ttf 
mirth, yvfcen LaiSy Mary proccjefled tw 
TbHtms: '^ Hear -what I am going to 
say. As soon as 1 saw this young 
woman, whose appearance expresBes 
grief, I tapped gently at the window, 
girfng as tender a look as possible, 
<hat she might liot be oWend^^d at tny 
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utru&toii. She never stkredL I 
tapped agsdn^ and n^min, fenrt barder 
tbaa at firsts and afdll she did sect 
Bie\^e« Yf<m must ^Uow that ti»s 
figtire is 9iot ;a weman ; for -hcrwe^er 
iuifaa|>py a nmnt^n ^nay loe^ gfiH Ae 
.hammome 'Citnanfy; and haiideB, 6b m 
Sartibear exajsabadiOB^ I ^ereeti^ ^t 
ahe iiad finlae mfcs. As far iier person, 
I could fi#t-dtsopTAr pmcwBljr wbat it 
k made dC^. Caw this te your jtsler^ 
BOW, do yott fkink ? '^ 

This aocouiit communicated to Vic^ 
ior aU the nm& of his ifoir coeqs aa- 
iao. B«<; 4lie aflktikm af botii for 
tiorfd Wiseh^ Sfian csansed tbeaa io 
Yiew this lingular idea to z more 



d by Google 



20 THE BACBELOK. 

serious light, and they concluded that 
it Originated in Mme sentiment that was 
deeply rooted in his heart. It was 
impossible, hawcver,^ for them ta con- 
jecture how. this medallion cotild have 
fallen mto bis bands ; aod they bad no 
jLiiid of clue to the discorery of what 
bad patsied between Adriana and ^im. 
He bad never mentioned her name in 
thd presence of Lady Mary ; 'iobd the 
C0uni, on his part^ waj sure that dur- 
ing his travels with Wiseby^ be had 
never spoken to him of his sifter; in 
the Brst place^ because the objects 
which daily presented themselves 
engaged his attention more than those 
•which he had left behind ; and in the 
next, because Adriana was then so 
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young> thatheeould have no reason 
for making her the subject of conver- 
sation. 

The. return of Lord Wisebjr and 
Lady Caroline terminated their con- 
versation; Lady Mary vas divided 
between the fear of displeasing her 
brother, and a very lively curiosity to 
know the truth. . She resolved to tnke 
some opportunity of ment^oifiqg Vic- 
tor's sister. 

Tl^e earl, who watched the, progress 
of Victor's work, was leaning over the 
back of his chair, \ comparing, the 
portrait witli the origina4, when Lady 
Caroline said she thought there was a 

~ * ( Digitized by LjOOQIC 



great rcsMnnbkMice j^etween Lady« M^rf, 
and Lady Covrley. Wufdb;^ almost ixt 
a passion^ exclaimed — '' The baronet's 
lady IS stiff, awlLward^ and silly; my 
dear little Mary is no more like Ber 
than you^ Caroline^ are hht Quean 
Maud/' 

*' I'may be like tady Copley/' said 
Mary, modfestly, ^' but so much the 
worse for the count> sister, for Ire 
gays that I resemble her/' added she. 
looking at Victor to intimate her 
- intention. 

'^ Like his sister!" said Wiseby— 
^ Whnt, Victor, haw you m dister ?** 
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Ladj^ CaooHoe did n«fr ^etmit him 

Q{qK)rl«oitj( o£'a(. pame made by ibe 
ewt^ the addressed a tfaousaBd asefiisft 
add odd qtiestidoa to *Krci(us^ am kia 
sister's education^ wit, knowledge^ 
tak«ti>. Afi. Su£. When ftBte waft ex-* 
hau(ftta4 ]mv brotber^ snii^ng: hiiwelS 
Uj Yietot^ srnd &elingjy^ but witbthss 
CfAuk aiC!e^. witk whicb we speak oi 
ar pensQA wb^m we do uoihaoYf-^/ My 
deaf fiiieiui^ wln/febdcaine^Qfi joiirraiter 
iorihGteffible rei^luthrn'ofi jour eoufir 
try ? I scarcssly diira ask,'* 

*' She: was sa foofumcfeii^ lai' escape 
ttftarforeigiii land! with b^ husbaml/'' 
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'' Oh ! your sister is married ?" in- 
terrupted the inquisitive Caroline ;« 
'^ of course to some man of rank land 
eminence — a man of talent too I, pre- 
sume; praj what is his name f 

'' Th* Marquis d'Aiemar/' answer- 
ed Victor, with as much indifference 
as he could assume, and not daring to 
look at Wiseby, whilst his heart heaved' 
with as ardent a curiosity as ever Lady 
Mary had felt. He stipposed that he 
was setting fire to a mine, and the ex- 
plosion instantly followed. 

> '^ The Marquis d'A^femar !'* ex-^ 
claimed the earl^ rising hastily vrith 
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0t^t agitation.—'^ Good God! did 
be not redde ia Bearu f " 

'^ Yeg/' accompanied M^ith an affir- 
fiiattTe nod of the bead^ was the 
reply. 

*' And arc you the brother of the 
MAT^^faioaess d'Az^naf !" repeated 
Winby^ '^ That is very strange!-*- 
Yery singular indeed !'* 

Lady Caroline declared thalt she 
£ouJd oot see why her brother should 
he so OKoeedingly astonished. 

'' Very lingular ind^d!" repeated 
Wiieby im a lower tone, as if wholly 
TOlt. iJ. c 

/ 
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engaged with his own thoughts. He 
then gave the count a look of still 
warmer attachment than before; so 
that you would have thought them 
all at once united by some new bond 
of amity. - 

Lady Mary concluded from what 
she had heard^ that the real Adriana 
and the figure she had seen, were one 
and the same person. 

Some women would have smiled at 
the success of her little stratagem, 
which so many persons had unconsci-' 
ously assisted ; but she recollected that 
if Victor had seen her smile, his second 
reflection would have been more to 
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the advantage of her understanding 
^ . than of her heart. She was satisfied 
with the honoui^ of the triumph^ and 
if «he enjoyed it she kept it entirely to 
herself. 
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CHAP. ill. 

ADVENTURES OF COUNT DE LEYR». 

'' 'Tis very singular !" was all that 
Wiseby had said; but . a . thousand 
ideas^ attached to this exclamation^ 
riished at once into his mind ; and jety 
had any one followed the earl to the 
different places which he was in the 
daily habit of visiting, he would have 
heard him utter no other words than-r^ 
"^ 'Tis very singular/* 

He knew not vvhat had become of 
Madame d'Azemar: he had often 
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thoHgbl Avitb pamful anxiety on the 
dangera to whick Ibe FreiKb Revolu- 
tioa migbt have exposed h^r^ who 
wouldr have been »ufficieut to mak^ 
bim feel w interest in the fate of a 
whole nation ; but he had no mean; of 
l^aiiiii^ intelligence, He resolved to 
.quQ9tion Victor on his own adventures^ 
not doubting tbat he should thus leairj]^ 
f^oietbing of Adriana. 

A day or two passed before Lord 
WiB^by could find an opportunity of 
asking for the information 1^ desired; 
for^ notwithstanding his impatience^ h6 
wished to avoid showing the real mo- 
tive of his inquiries. At lengthy how^- 
crer^ 0M evening they were without 
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30 THE BACHELOR. 

company, and sea^d under the tuKp 
trees which oruamerited the AmericaD 
savanna/ he said to the^count : '^ Vic 
tor^ you have never related to me what 
you have seen or done since we parted 
from each other. Indeed the friend- 
ship we all feel for you deserves your 
confidence. I would not have asked 
or expected it^ in the first days after 
our meeting; but now that you are 
one of our family^ I must intreat you 
will satisfy our friendly c-driosity. It 
is in port that seamen love to speak of 
storms. Do not omit aiPy circumstanet 
regarding yourself or your family.** * 

Victor assured him^ that his misTbr<>' 
tunes were those of almost all hit 



d by Google 



THE BilCHELOlt. SI 

tOuntr jmen ; that he had no r^asoa to 
believe his woiHd be more iuteresting 
than those of "others^ especially to 
-Lord Wiseby, whiwe benevolence to 
the l^lined refugees had^ of course^ 
brought ntany a tale of sorrow to his 
kaowiedge. '' Besides/' added he, '' I 
confess, m)^ lord, that, generally speak- 
ing, I have no pleasure in making my-, 
self the theme of conversation. " How- 
ever, the friendly warmth with which 
they pressed him to satisfy their inqui* 
ries, soon prevailed. The two sisters, 
witli their excellent brother, listened 
to the following recital, with all the 
interest which a sincere regard can 
inspire^ aided by the secret motives, 
from which neither was quite free : 
c4 
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" My dear friend, you doubtless re* 
member our parting before Gibraltar. 
The French and Spanish armies were 
obstinately besieging the place, whilst 
th^y ought to have attacked ri by Ja^ 
maica. I really thought we should 
have taken real in the camp of 8t. 
Roche. Peace was at length con** 
eluded. I embarked at Cadiz^ an4 
•again recommenced my travels, having 
obtained permission from the ministef 
^on whom I was dependent. I traTersed 
Orreece, the Archipelago, Turkey, and 
was at St. Petersburg when I heard of 
the disastrous events which were ot^ 
curring in my unhappy country, t 
returned home just as the revolution 
was begioning. Its terrible eofivnlw 
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•lom htiTe been felt afar ; but its se- 
cret caeses are unducovered even in 
France. Your govemmeni ha« been 
accnsed of having influenced our pub- 
lic disasters. It bas been said that it 
was desifottd . of avenging tbe part 
whicli France had acted with regard 
to the American war, but which, for 
het own interest, she ongiit to have as- 
^isted^ Britain to termtnate. Be this as 
it may, with tis as in every coun- 
try, and m every age, trivial causes 
produced great and terrible effects. 
The restless spirit which is inherent in 
imt nation was awakened, and philo- 
sophy bad an a)ly which it never will 
avow. Do no< laugh if I name it to 
you. It is iQto, wbi^h men could n«- 
c5 
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yer take- pleasure in> because womea 
cheated it it. Lpto caused the dcaw- 
ing^rooms to be deserted ; it was the 
parent of clubs ; the clubs begot 
grumblers^ who ii) their turn gav.c 
birth to libeU ; and you know the 
result. 

'^ I was eager to return bonie> imd 
first proceeded to Paris, ^henc§ I in- 
tended to take a journey 4o the Fyi^- 
nees, to see a sister whom I dearly 
loved/* 

Here Lord Wiseby began to mani- 
fest such eager attention, that Victor 
stopped short, on seeing Lady Maiy 
amiie.. He turned away for fe^r of 
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being disconcerted^ and then continu- 
ed without looking towards the earK 

^' I was the more desirous of exe- 
cuting this plan^ because I bad not 
seen my sister since her marriage with 
the Marquis d'Azemar. My brother- 
in-law was then alive, and 

i 
•' What I is your brother-in-law 

dead?'* hastily exclaimed Wiseby, 

Victor tould not help smiling; and 

the earl, thinking it was on account of 

this second interruption^ said nomore. 

'' Pray, proceed^ Count Victor,** 
said Lady Mary,, with as serious a look 
as she ' could assume : ^* Do not oniit 
€ 6 
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an J details ; you koowtfaat we ail lOTe 
details ki a story. "^ 

Victor resamed: *' The marquis 
did not die till about two years after ; 
'but I was not so fortunate as to be lible 
to join him and nry sister. With de- 
light I had learned that she had grown 
Yerj^ handsome— that her heart and 
mind were worthy of my love and ad- 
miration. I had not been a week via 
Paris without perceiving with angui^^h 
that my king was undone^ my country 
ruined^ by the strange and inconsistent 
conduct of its governors. At this time, 
a friend of mine> the Chevalier Lor- 
meris^ a naval officer^ proposed to me 
to accompany him in a cruize— he had 



k 
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obt^indl the commafid of a frigate^ 
mA was to soil immediate!/. I was 
,^ad to remote from the wretcbed 
country/ wik<ere all I beheld wasbnt 
tile sad jMTQsage of all i dreaded/ yet 
coflld not prettnt: the oflSbr therefore 
pleased me. I fmt off my journey to 
the Pyrenees tintii our leturfv^ and we 
embarked. For six inooths we re- 
mained at sea, meeting with diffiercot 
siitccess, and various chances. The 
liife of a sailor is a pleasant one, when 
he knows his prdfei^ion^ and has a 
good ship — he lives welt^^has no care 
-«WR out of Ae reach of malignity— he 
fights for his country-^ho commands^ 
and is obeyed : there is even a pleasure 
in bravii^ the fury of the tempests^ 
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*' I have now to telate the event 
which would have marked the most 
delicious hour of my life^ if my heart 
could ackndwle^e a happier day than 
the one in which I again met with you. 
Perhaps I have owed the greatest 
pleasures to that disposition of my 
mind^ which enables me calmly to 
support adversity^ aod to meet 4aiv* 
gers with a light heart. I will not 
jnake you sad with a description of my 

.private sorrows — the loss of my for- 
tune — the interruption of my military 

> career^ so brilliantly begun. I keep 
my compassion for those who remencH 
ber all those^himeras with unavailing 
anguish. I do not solicit .pity,, fw 
nature has given me sj^irits to bear 
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Jipisfortune without repining. Memory 
sometimes offers me pictures of the 
h^ppy past; and for the conti^ast I 
.pnay breathe a sigh ;^but reason offers 
me her aid. I think on thosja who 
uiourn their parents^ friends^ and ehil- 
dren^ torn from^ them by the saoie 
dreadful calamities^ from which I 
have only lost what comparatively is 
jiothing. I do not wish — I do not 
love to excite compassion^ and truly I 
deserve it not. • In a word, to deli- 
neateimy character once for all, permit 
me .to ask you, my lord, if you re- 
member the road from Andernach to 
Coblentz. The bank is narrow^ the 
r Rhine deep. I was travelling post 
along it at oanlnightT^I took it into 



d by Google 



40 ^ THE BACHELOR. 

my head to look thnougfa the window 
of my old German chariot^ and saw 
the mofit frightful precipice ^at e?er 
presented itself to the view of an awe- 
slrock traveller. I hastily closed the 
glas»^ laid my bead in the corner^ and 
composed myself to sleep. 

'^ But to return t^ the circumstaocie 
of my life^ in which I am sure that 
yeu will envy my good fortune^ 

^' I must first inform you^ that \ 
had an early and dear friend^ from 
whom^ at that time, I had been sqiiBK 
tfaftod for three or fcmr years. After 
Experiencing many vicissitudes of for- 
time> be jsettled in Gnadaloi^e, with 
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a wife, tw6 young children, and a ne- 
^gro, who was tnueh attached to hiiti 
—lie was returning to France. The 
vessel in which he emharked was taken, 
'knd as she would hare impeded the 
pf ogress of the capters, she was scut- 
tled and stink. At a short dtstftne« 
from Bermada,, the ship, on hoard of 
^hieh Edward Villats, my friend, had 
been removed, sprung a leak/ Kot^ 
withstanding the entreaties of th^ pas^ 
sengers, <he captain obstinately refused 
to put his prisoners on shore,^ but de^ 
%ermined to carry them to England. 
The leak gained upon them in a most . 
alarming degree — they were not more 
than half the voyage ; and the crew 
could no longer suffice for the pumps 
and the working <^f the shi|^. 
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, '' The captain had become gteatljf 
interested in the fate of Edward and^ 
bi£^ amiable family; indeed his dispo- 
sition and manners could not fail to 
endear him to any one who had an op* 
pprtunity of frequently seeing hini. 
/The captain coafessed privately to bim, 
that thd r case was hopeless . Ed war4» 
summoning up all hiB fot^titude^ xe« 
.^led tp: the cabin with his wife an4 
ftmily^ and said to them — ' We must 
perish j Let as embrace one another, 
and. thank the Almighty that we ar^ 
to die tc^ether. Oh » my beloved^, i^ 
it not merciful to spare us the pang of 
parting?' He then spread his cloak 
on the floor^ placed his wife and t|]^ 
two children upon it, and himself be^ 
aide them ; then made a sign to the 
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faithful negro to come too^ he closio^ 
the mantle over them ali^ and th^M 
they awaited the fintal event. ' ^ 

^* At that moment the captain enter- 
^ the cabin with tears in his eyei^ 
and in extreme agitation. He told 
them^ that it was bj bis ftult thejr 
were doomed to; perisl^ but there still 
was a possibility of saving them^ if 
tiiey lost not a moment; that his pilot, 
a man on whom, he could d^end^ liad 
just lowered the long boat> and that 
^he rest of the crew were all asleep. 
He then desired Edward to follow him 
gently, i?^ith the rest of his family. 
£dward obtained piermission to safve 
liis n^ro. They wqpt on deck> and 
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m silence tbey descended oae AftBt ttuB 
^het into tbe boajt, which .wm fiM&- 
ened by a cable to the ship. 

'' Suddenty ft voice encUimed with 
Ihe. accent of despair-^ Awake! $h^» 
matetf^ awake ! we are lo«t : the eap^ 
tain is MVinghii.own Hfkf, and learii^ 
n^ to perisb. '* iftt air instaiit tmesAy of 
the crew appeared on deck^. and laid 
^old of tbe eaptaw : ^ It it not m jielf 
I am saring/ answered he cooliy ; ^ cut 
tbe cable> Ja«k/ 

^' A single stroke severed tbe cabl^ 
end the beitt glided through the wa** 
ters^ while tiie aif was rent with the^ 
shrieks of despair. Mj friend %uA bis 
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hmUj had not prtoeededi more tliaA 
Um huEidred fatbooiii wbto » generi^L 
scMMR filled a^tm witii Iionrorj sod 
sBBouaeed that ibe giea^Mw t^aptaki 
'and fais VT^tc&cd cofliipaniiiiis iiad gOM 
fothe bottom. 

^' The pilot, two sailors, Xdwafd^ 
Imd his family^ now found tiiemaalfet 
in a small f>oat in the midst of the wide 
oeeaii. A single faiteeD lail^ a com- 
pass, a barrel of vir^ier, a nnall qnan** 
tity of biscuit and salt meat, courage 
and providence^ were all tbey liftd to 
enable tbem to buffet <lie ^arei, and 
fttcb Europe. 

^^ For three days and four nights 
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tfaey had proceeded slowly in gloomy 
and silent despondence. The fourth 
night the deepenhig clouds announced 
to the wretched. party a storm^ from 
which^ in all human probability^ they 
never could have escaped. Edward 
suddenly exclaimed^ ^ Ah ! who is the 
imeensible being that can sing in such 
a situation as ours ! ' 

V 

^' Each replied mournfully^ that no 
one had been sibging^ 

• ■ . ' 

' Not any of you!' said Edward, 
joyfully ; ^ then we are 9a?ed : a ship 
must be passing — I heard a voice sing- 
ing — let us all call at Once/ 

'' They did as be desired them. 
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*' Have ,1 not reason to bless the 
<^Iiance^ wbich^ as I said^ was the hap-^ 
piest of iny fife ? It was I who was 
shigki^ on the deeK of our frigate—^ 
we "^ere passing within musket-shot 
when the unfoitonate party called for 
help. I heard^ and answered them*-^ 
they redoubled their cries — we hailed 
them with the speaking-trumpet. ' The 
helmsman, Greeted by their voices, 
soon catne up to their boat, and they 
were all got on board. A man passed 
into my care a woman and twochildf^n, 
then leafied after, and in a transport 
of gratitude threw himself into my 
arms: — ^it was Edward Villars, the 
friend of my youth>-— the companion of 
my early studies, whom I embraced ! 
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^ ThepHf>ti <lie failof s, the wgro^ 
ipi«fre scfiffcely hokted on baar4^ , before 
tibe'WMMl ^tew «ioro vioteqt, ^liilbwt 
beared hig&> and a lieayjr squall as^ 
sailed w : a}l ibe p^or wanderers yr^^ 
aaved-*^e tevipeal; mmt iafalliblf bat« 
wctwbeU»ed tlwjpif--'— •' 

tveattng bim to ifu^^^od bfe r^itaL for 
ii ffiaUy afi^eetfd l^dy Mary to iears; 
Md |ms JeH a gr^wi diipaiiijaii t» fUf 
the waiiifiii> and 'wmp 10a. 

*^ tt^MT, bretiMBr!" «KAd Ladj Ckro-* 
Jme, *' dp men wwpl Tbe narratiT^ 
af Couftt Victoc jb^Mrtainl j iatenertiogp 
bat it dual not call « .mgle tf to inte 
my eyes/' 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC " 



THE BACHELOR. 49 

— Wiseby, without answering her^ took 
Victor's baiid> which he heartily sbook^ 
while his look expressed the feeling 
exccllenceof a soul truly alive to every 
biotion of sensibility. ^^' How happy 
•you must ha v^ been/* said he. ^' Has 
Providence afforded you many such 
^ chatices ? Truly you are right to think 
yourself most ftivoured. There are, 
indeed, delicious moments ia the life 
of man— -fet us then never repine to 
find his lot so chequered. But con-* 
tinue, my dear friend — I condemn my- 
'«elf for thus ifitel^rupting you,*' 

"^ •'^' We returned to France. I con- 

* fcss that, ; iiotwithstanding my ^ fore- 

^bodings, I wa* surprised at the state 

VOL. II. D 
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in which I found my unhappy country 
-r-indulging ia the delirious excesses 
of its terrii^le saturnalia^ and cohered 
with scaffolds Such of my friends as 
bad not fled> were daily perishing. 
But I will spare you the description : 
Sttiilce it^ that all pity for mys^lf^ all 
thought of my ruined fiirtunes^ were 
lost in regret for the general calamity 
-»-tbe excess of its horrors united all 
the sufferers in the common -cause. 

'^ I determined to go into Lower Na- 
Varre to ascertain the situation of my 
sister and her hushand ; hopihg that> 
in a province sp ^stant from the voU 
cano^ I should find some peace ; hut 
It hiad more thaa one. cc^uter. JKei^er 
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tbe d^tfas of valleys^ fB^t tiie stim- 
mits 4)f moimtaids^ were seeuf e from 
itsfory. 

^^ Disguised in tbe dress of a com- 
mon soldier^ and under a fictitious 
nmme, I wandered on foot among those 
mountains^ and arrived at the spot 
where a y^r before stood the castle of 
Azemar. A stranger would hate sup^- 
posed that half a century had passed 
over the ruins ; yet, even aniongrt 
Ithem, there was a trace of my beloved 
Adriana Garden flowers and shrubs, 
which she had cultivated, disputed the 
ground with the thistle and the steril 
black-thorn, which sprung up in every 
part. Tbe courts, the gardens— ^in^ 
n« 

-Digitized !>/ LjOOQliS 



fS^ THE nki^BBLOK. 

$bovtj all was desolate. I fcmnd (m\j 
an old man seated under a tree^ which 
appeared to hare been scathed by 
lightning. The sight of me made him 
atart — it was^ as he afterwards told 
me, the terror which ray dres3 created. 
I presently rwollected him : it was the 
steward, tbeV oldest servant of the 
Manjuis d' Ai^emar; I called him by 
ills name — the old mu looked at me, 
and his eyes soon overflowed. ' What, 
Count Victor ! can it be you ? Alas ! 
is it possible ? Ah ! you have been the 
cause of great anxiety to my good 
master and my dear lady.' I asked 
what had become of them : I was 
forced to listen io numberless detjtils, 
^hich, although they greatly interested 
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\tiBy I would willingly huve di^ensed 
with, till my eager enquiry had beeia 
satisfied ; and then he told me that my 
sister^ with her husband, had escaped 
into Spain. 

^' Old Dumont eonUsued : ' Is it not 
a pity to see this beautiful castle in so 
deplorable a condition ? By virtue of 
a decree, they first came and destroyed 
the towers : after the departure of my 
lord the marquis, they took poasession 
of it for goveroment, as they sai<Uu 
\ nobody yet l^as been so impudenl us to 
buy it ; but dot a day passes, tbattbey 
don't come and steal away something. 
Firat tbay toot tlie lead to make buU 
' l^ts : th^u tli^y oarriod aff the^ strong 
d3 
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doors^ ytfiih g pretext of putting them 
to a prison ; aBd for two wkole montlis 
they^^eve seeking saltpetre^ that iUey 
might have an opportunity of drinking 
all the fine foreign wines and liqueurs/ 
He added^ that the estate of Leyris^ 
from whieh I take my name^ had been, 
likewise laid waste ; and from him I 
learnt the death of my eldest brother^ 
the ,Marquis de Cesannes^ who died 
in Geraiany. The difference of our 
agM had constantly kept us asunder; 
||6i though I knew vary ^ttle of him^ 
atiU I eoild not but deeply regret his 
Im. 

^ The narratite of Dumont^ of 
course, greatly effected me. ^See^^' 
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continu^ the good man^ ' tliese flow^ 
ers and shrubs^ the only things \i^hich 
have not tempted their rapacity: the 
marchioness was very fond of thcni— 
for her sake I water an^ take care of 
them, or rather keep them from dyings 
This state of things cannot last : she 
will return some day; and if I should 
even be no more; yet when she sees 
her flo^^crs, she will say— Poor Du* 
montthi^ught of m^l* 

'^ I endeaYoufed to eontole the old 
mani and to encourage in him « hope 
of a speedy alteration^ which I did not 
entertain myself, 

*' Thank you, sir,' said he; ' but 
d4 
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* 

when I speak, of tha future^ it is not 
for myself. My dear master and mis- 
tress are gone> and I shall not live to 
see th^ir return. Look, sir, at this 
aged tree : when I was jQung, it flou,- 
,)rished; but now^, the lightning has 
fallen on it — it is an ima^e of me— I 
•hall not survive it/ 

^' When Dumoni ceased to speak, I * 
asked him how long the marquis and ' 
my sister had been in Spain^ and in 
what town they lived. The old man 
expressed great surprise thpt I should 
be unacquainted with these circum** 
stances. Then a ray of joy beamied oi| 
his venerable countenance, as he said— 
^ It was my lady who saved my lord 
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the manquift ; \ I cannot ihmjc of it 
wilbmit wee^hag, uniijtt I l#vc : to 
think of it.' 

^' He then related ^ to me that the 
marquts^ad been convejed;to prison; 
that the BBerefaioneM bad insisted on 
accompanying him^^thiat he ^(Dii- 
i^ont), by dint of intreaties, : and per«- 
faapL because hi^ advanced age pre- 
cluded all po^aibtlity of^ %;uspectii^ 
him^ had obtained permission to see 
them. He then made another digreg> 
sioi^-^told me^ that^ though old> he 
was no coward^ arid (hat he was at 
Prague with- my Lord the marquis. He 
did not gire vsii the histc^y of the 
siege/ but I was pot le^ off i/TitlK^ut 
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the retreat. ^ In ihert/ eontmued ]ie« 

^ I pfoposefl thef ahoukl cttempt to 

escape/ 

'^ The life of the marquis was threat- 
ened : Adriana in vain endeavoured to 
obtain her husband^s aeqitittal^their 
persecutors had no conumseration but 
tor her; and my brother-in-law had 
no means of saving himself but by 
flight. Adriana^ from l^er prison^ di- 
vected, all the preparailibns/ ' They 
did escape/ con^ued Dumont^. ' one 
very daH^ n%htr I was ia wasting 
witfiout^ andconducted.them to a place 
4>f safet?^^ where I had pr^arad a dis- 
guise fiNT the marquis :— *^a iong brown 
gveat coat^ a lUiotted sticky a tjp e^p 
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hangk^ to tke button-hole of hit coat, 
Anj body would haye takea htm for 
an old blind man — ^the marchioness Idl 
him^ and said he was her father: I 
wish jou had seen how pretty sh^ 
looked when dressed like one of our 
country girls. They had not far to go 
before they reached the frontiers ; but 
there are several post-towns to pass 
through, if you keep the high road^ 
and it was the safest way^ because it 
was liable to excite ^e least suspi- 
cion. Profidence conducted theift to 
safety/ and all ^who met them cried-^ 
God bless you '/* 

Herie Wiseby was no logger able to 
represdhis enthusiasm^ and exclaimed: 
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'^ This conduct, Victor,, is indeed wor- 
tbj of your sister. In this description 
I recognize the heart and excellent 
nature of the amiable Marchione^ * 
d'Azemar." 

Victor continued: '^ I passed se- 
v^al days with Dumont. We conti- 
nually spoke of the sanie persons — of 
the same thio^: one spirit animated 
both. He informed me that the mar- 
quis had long foreseen the dreadful 
end of our revolution, and had placed 
a considerable sum in foreign banks, 
and that my sister's jewels, which were 
very V valuable, were likewise saved. 
It was a great consolation for me to 
know that persons so. dear to my heart 
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nmte ia safety smd in affiueoce. I was 
rejoking at these comparatively happy 
x^rcumstaoces^ with their faitiiful ser- 
Tant^ vbaKa, letter reached Dumont 
from Barcelooa, informing him of my 
brother-in-law's death, and that^Adri- 
aQa had imbarked for Italy. 

'"^ I have but little more to add ; you 
know all that bfs. befallen me in Eng- 
land: .the difficulties and dangers 
which led me hither^ shall bo longer 
be .dwelt on with regret since they 
baTel)0en the means of re-uniting me 
to a friend like you/' 

It is sometimes amusing to observe 
M philosopher^ when we touch the cord 
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to which hH heart is attuned. HurtMfd 
awaj by the^ secret impulse whicli 
s\f ayed his mind, Wiseby eagerly ask- 
ed why Victor had not followed his 
sister; how he could forget that she 
had no other protector, since thfe 
Marquis d*Azemar was no mpfe; and 
thus leave her, alone, in a strange 
land, without a friend ta advise or to 
console her. Victor thanked the good 
earl for the warmth with which heex-» 
pressed his InteVest for Adriana-j*- 
'' The dearest hope of my heart," 
said he, " would havie been fulflHed, 
could I have found out" my sinter. 
The old steward could afford me no 
otter informatiiiri, 16 drscoter her re- 
treat, than the name of her correspbri-r 
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dait at Barcelona ; but at this time I 
expeiieoced the fate now common to 
^very ' iBOoceDt, uprigl^^ ^r eiqiiieail 
person io Fratice — I was inoBured m a 
prison where I r«Mii^ fire w«ary 
months. Oo nsooveriDg mj lib€ir1y> 
my first thouf^ waa Adciaoa; the 
^rst wish of my Wart was to see her. 
I went again to Dumont ; hut all com- 
munieatiMi betwete, them hmAf^etMd, 
ist consecjpitofe .of the death of the 
Spanish correspondent. I could onfy 
learn tibt ray sister had quitted 
Venice; that^ bflten' fo/cedio ehwsge 
her abode^ she^ shared the state of 
exile and proacidption of the unfortn* 
nate Fr^M^h. em^alnti> who were 
obliged tofly before thearmies of their 
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country. She had found it necessary 
leven to cbange her name. But Du-r 
mont was quite sure she was free from 
all pecuniary distress ; he knew like- 
wise that she had met in Italy with a 
respectable Jady of the d'Azemar 
family, who had itssociated Ad na- 
na in her fate^ and lered her as her 
child. Thus relieved from my worst 
£eara fofi'my sister, I had nothing more 
to do than' to £cillow my^dvty^ and the 
exartftple of all my cfriends. I was 
wounded towards the conclusion df the 
campaign. About this time Dumont, 
whom^ previous to my leaving France^ 
I had requested not to fail to commu- 
nicate any intelligence he might olrtain 
t)f her^ and at the same time pointing ottt 
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a su^e ch^D^l h^ which it might he 
transmitted^ wrote to me that my 
sister was at La^usaone^ and was en- 
deavoudng to obtain permission to 
return home* I immediately wrote to 
Switzerland ; but all my endeavours to 
discover any traces of hi3r have been 
unsuccessful. It may be lliat she has 
accomplished her intentiooi of going 
back to France, notwithstanding all 
the disapprobation of such a plan^ 
which my letters contained^ or perhaps 
before she could receive them. It is 
^ possible that Dumont may be no more ; 
io short, every chani^l of communica-* 
tion between me and Adciana is com-r 
pikatly intercepted, as you may sup-^ 
pose tan?y. very great lorrow," 
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V \ 

This explanation certainly absolved 
the Count de Leyrfs from the charge 
of neglect towards his sister ; but it 
was xalculated to awaken all the 
anxiety Lord Wiseby had felt for her. 
The uncertainty of her fate occupied 
his mtnd^ and interested his heart more 
than if he had again seen her blooni' 
ing and Idvely as when they parted. 

It was now impof^sible for Wiseby 
to dissemble any longer that he knew, 
Adriana; but be had not the most 
. distant idea that he was betraying the 
dearest secret of his hearty by admit* 
ting that h* had enjoyed the pleasure 
of her company for two months^ at 
Pampeluna and Barcelona; , In this 
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* 

acknowledgement^ he actually ac- 
quainted Victor and Lady Mary with 
what' they were before ignorant of. 
He took care to say nothing about the 
mysterious figure and its identity with 
the marchioness ; that is, merely what 
they knew jusl as well as himself, 
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CHAP. IV. 
ANOflifiR STEP. 

Tbebk ii not a beautiful or tiobte 
chimera M^hich a generous lieart miy 
qol cherish in the absence of a beloved 
object Anxiety is the foo4 of love, 
Wisebj's Anxiety was proportionate to 
. his passion ; and could he dissemble to 
himself that he loved? What was 
the tender and constant remembrance 
of Adriana, which he had fondly re- 
tained, but love ? and this love he 
thought lie might indulge without 
incurring any risk. With a palpitating 
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heart he learned that she was free : his 
varying countenance proclaimed the 
emotion which this intelligence excited; 
yet he would not acknowledge to 
himself this involuntary agitation. 
Thus it is that lovers and children 
expose themselves to "J)erils, which 
they are too silly or too infatuated to 
believe. The idea of her being at 
liberty^ however, gave him pleasure ; 
but ha did not exaniine the motives of 
the various emotions with which he 
tiiought of her : it was for her sake, 
for her's alone, that he occupied him- 
self about her -fate; ^ ^^^^^ ^o he 
.endeavoured to persuade himself. It 
was very improbable that be should 
ever Qgain behold Adriana; he fancied 
that' he did not wish to see her; at 
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the same time he dwplt with delight 
on the recollection that she was the 
sister of Victor de Leyris ; and nchrer 
failed^ when opportunity offered, to 
mention how much he relied on the 
promise, that Victor would never leave 
him. Sometimes, indeed, he thought 
that if Adriana was again offered to 
his view; if the Womah of five and 
twenty were to be as enchanting as the 
girl of fifteen, there might be some 
danger.; but he reasoned that, as he 
Jshould foresee the snare, he certainly 
might avoid it. The tenderness he 
felt for Adriana — his anxiety to leant 
her fate — the ardept wish to know that 
she was happy ; all these occupations 
of his mind might be suspicious ; but 
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he was to see^her no more; nay, he 
would not see her again : this he often 
repeated, as if he wished to. persuade 
himself so, and then he gave his heart 
freely up to the delight of thinking of 
her, of interesting himself kv her desti- 
ny with all the generosity of his soul, 
with all the security of his heart. 
While he had, supposed, himself sur- 
rounded by strangers to Adriana, one 
hour in the day devoted to the secret 
worship of her imag;e, seemed suffi- 
cient for his regret ; but, now, that in 
her best friend he s^es the brother of 
her whom he loves> it is not empiy 
. regret that he wishes to cherish if^ tht 
solitude of his heart; it is a real hap- 
piness that be longs to taste, liUAgliBg 
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her dear name ^ith the conversations 
of friendship. 

Such was the disposition of Lord 
Wiseby'i mind, when Monsieur and 
Madame Dumenil, with their daugh- 
ter Adela/ called at Wiseby Place. 
At lengthy fortune ( whose caprice it 
sometimes is to remedj^ the ills she has 
inflicted ) had ceased to persecute this 
interesting family. A fortunate event, 
still unknown at the earl's, had chang- 
ed their circumstances. The benefi- 
cent friendship of the amiable Mary 
would have been considered a presage 
in the days of 8u|)erstition. 

M After the usual compliments^ Mon« 
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jieur Dumenil wid:— '' My lorit^ I 
thought it my duty to come wtth mj 
family^ that we might faa^e the bottout 
of thinking you ior all yi>ii have m 
kindly dope to serve ut* Yew lord* 
ship is ricb^ and you enjoy good health t 
so much the better for those who are 
in distress ; hut really you must seek 
them at a diataooe from Wiseby Plae4: 
ia this nei^hhaurhoo4 it would* be 
Tain tn look fot them. The poot Are 
not thankless, for the word gratitude is 
in every mouth ; and truly it is here/* 
con£iaued the old mart, clapping his 
haad on bis heart, *^ here, wliere your 
image is too deeply en^aven to bd 
ever erased.'* 
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Uft rather if ffky vfife if^ nf^t al^jiyf 
spe^H¥«of h?^; if I do not ^U oa, 
b«^r, pot^^itbitepdMig my gi^y hiar$; 
if my ^^d ehildron do not evea now 
?^y a%r bear F^^^s she not the fineocU 
Hie sister of Adela ?^^s she not our 
ddughter ?^!^]\fadaaie^'A^mar !«... 
Thai wa^ not her name for any b»t 
ttt/' added ;^the pld gentleman in a 
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'^ to evei^j fif6djr elsts, At Lfetitrarttte sbte 
Wa!^ Madame Dur^ttd ; that yi^u kud# 
is a Custom which most people of rMtk> 
travelling abroad, have adopted^ of 
faking names ^MieH do not h^\^hg to 
them ; though, to Mf thi» frutH, I 
Can't (ixftcily s^e foi^ wif*t pWpoM.'* 
After this mtle difh^ssiott, Mr. DttM«^ 
nil coiitiuued :— •** Is it ^o^iBId that I* 
have the happiness t6 s^ the BrMhei* 
6f the Mkrchioncfs d'M^utar 1 Yts, 
Mnntiaui) de Leyris^ you are |i|b^^ 
frfotlier^ for you are benevcrfeftl AHA 
attentive Kke herself; you ^ftof dea-^ 
pite old age ; aod tru)y^ now I look 
<^S^^<^/ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^ fmn^bkfffest : 
dotr't you think, Madame Puflfcml^, 
e3 
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there is some reaeniblMce? Sir^ sir, 
t give you joy of it with all my 
hearty and for her sake we must be 
friends." v 

.Madame Dumenil. likewise express** 
ed her high tense of all the obligationt 
they had reeeired. It^ was she who 
infomed Victor, wd at the same time 
Lord Wiseby, whose whole soul seemed 
absorbed in this conversation^ that 
six months before she had left Adrt* 
imw in Switzerland, preparing to re- 
turn to France, in company with an 
aont whom she would not abandon ; 
but at the time then Dumenil family 
quitted Lausanne, this old lady had 
just fallen ill so that it was still un* 
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certaiQ if their desigpa hadbeen carried 
into execution. 

Madame Dumeail bad addressed 
this explanation to Victor. She con* 
tiaued^ turaiog towards Lord Wiseby: ^ 
''When we came to live at the Tillage 
of Burton^ where we now reside^ I 
did not imagine we had the honour oC 
knowing your lordship ; but we soon 
learned that you were no stranger to 
us/* The «arl enquired who it was 
that had spoken of him. 

'/ Madame d'Axemar!*' answered; 
A^elft* One would think that a pleas-, 
in^ name acquires additional ioterciat. 
when pronounced by. a pretty mQUthj^ 

B 4 
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Tfce happy Wi^eby, with secret tran- 
sport and mute attention^ a^raited what 
Adela had farther to say. She con- 
fiBued. *' When we communicated to 
Madame d'Azemar our intention of 
going to Engfand^ she said to us^ with 
ill the graceful Tiraci^ which never 
abandons her — ' How happy you are 
to be going to thai delightful country ! 
I have an acquaintance there — a friend, 
whose name is 'Lord Milford . Perhaps 
you may meet with him; indqed you 
are sure io do should you evef \^ant 
him!' Shall I re'peat, my lord, all 
that Madame d'Azemar said ? I am 
ifraid I shall put your modesty to the / 
proof** Lady Mary replied instead 
«f her brothei^ and it \t easy to per< 
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cdteJvi^tbetbe was disjdcMei iit B^ 

'' My deilr Macbme de Rottaiige^'' 
said ihe/ '^ praj do ncyt spwe Bijr bro^ 
tfaer. I shall be exfrantljr ^ad ta 
learn whit €omt Yictor'i sister thio&s 
©fhkn/* / 

'' Yirtf shall then/' rejilied Adcla, 
mildly; " but remctober^ myhnrd^that 
the wc»rds are Madame d'Aistemar > : — 
' Hewa^ei'y amiable^^ sBesaid^ 'attibe 
HvM I knew him ; I have heard it *i« 
verted that Ei^lislntiteafeiioiso agi'ee-^ 
aUe 4t home at when ikdy are abroad."' 
' ' • ■ ^ ■ ^x 

\[ Tk noi tfuer* abrujrtly cried 
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M. Dumeniiy tiniag, ''at least, I'll 
answer for it, my lord, that you ane 
aa exception to the rule." Tbe old. 
gentleman ag^in seated himself^ and 
Wiseby merely thanked him by a 
motion of the head^ anxious lest he 
should lose a word of what Adela had 
yet to say. She thus proceeded: — '^ I 
wish (you must still imagine that it is 
Madame d'Azemar who is faking) 
you may chance to meet with him^ 

^Now Adela/ she continued^ ' if you 
should be so fortunate^ write Ine some 
intelligeiice of him, Wbeu I 'Wat a 
&^yW^h I used to^call him m^ ser^ 
varU : indeed I should griisTe to know 

^ he had ^uite forgotten me. If that 
should not be the case> if you fhould 
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diseorer that I am honoured with a 
portion of his7egrcts^ you mty tell him. 
that Adriana has sometimes thought of 
Milford.' These, my lord, were the 
exact words of Madagie d'Azeaiar/' 

Wiseby was still listemag to the 
last vibrj^tions of Adriana's narne^ whtdi 
reverberated in his heart. He awoke 
from this delicious reverie in the midst 
of a loDg discourse from Mr. Duoie- 
nil, who, happily, was too full of his 
subject to perceive that he spoke un* 
heede#. He had risen^ and standing 
opposite Lord Wiseby, he was Saying: 
^' Your lordship must allow that^ no. 
one could guess at once that the Earl 
of Wiseby was the Lord Milford of 
E 6 
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#u# afmiabk Marchitmess A'Attttmt^ 
mhj, she l^iie# no more about it ihun 
ire dU. It k a difteuH thing fc^ 
rtf AngWf to n^ke tfaemseltes acqaaint-*. 
ed \$Usk you* English titles, \i*ich 
.you change M often, that we may hear 
^0f b^st iVkiid mentioned, and take 
hitt fo# a stranger. But, before I 
have you, I must inform your lord- 
sihip of an eyeirf which, indeed, we did 
n0t eitpect. It is a true saying; that 
fivmerous^ families prosper. Thank 
6od \ I have fiO need to pray for an 
itte#ease, ^r we have plenty of^ great 
r^tatiom. An uncle, t^hom I had al- 
nios« lbrg<^tten, k dead at Martinico^ 
attd has Idft me alT Iris positions ; so 
th^rt (mt ftttoily "Vtilt no longer burden 
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yont Yordfship, though ^e can never 
cease to be grateful for the obligations 
we have received from joa/' 

» ■« ■ ■' 

Ladj Mary eagerly congratulated 
them. Wiseby offered any service he 
might be able to render them in ar- 
ranging their affaird^ equipping them- 
selves for a voyage to the West Indies. 
Both Madame Dumenil and her daugh- 
ter replied, tha^ they v^ould never quit 
iheir adopted country^ unless there was 
it possibiliiy of a peaceful return to 
tlieir native land; that they should 
continue to reside at Burton, and would * 
not change the neighbourhood of Wise- 
by Place4for the first square in Loa» 
don. 
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Wiseby pressed them to repeat their 
visits frequently; -but it was more 
particularly to Adela that he addressed 
himself. One reigning seotiraent— one 
cherished idea, imperceptibly govern^ 
the 4oaks— the-«teps of the most polite 
as well as of the wisest man. Adela 
was to Wiseby like the magnetic moun* 
tain in the Arabian Nights. Wbat 
gratitude he felt for this young lady ! 
From her he had learned that Adriana 
remembered him — he could enjoy with- 
out 'danger, the delight^ the transport^ 
of knowing it. Wiseby was very hap- 
py, but his heart was very sick— 
Adriana remembered -him ! 
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CHAP. V. 

PROPOSAL OF MARRIAGE. 

A FEW days after the visit of the 
Dumenil family at Wiseby Place, the 
earl was engaged in his) accustomed 
occupations^ Lady Mary and Victor 
were in the drawing-room, and Lady 
Caroline in her habit, a whip in hand, 
was preparing to take a ride. She 
paced the room for awhile, seeming 
occupied by some extraordinary pror 
jectc she suddenly rang the b^U, and 
gare orders that her groom \9h6ald 
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walk the horses, for she had changed 
her mind, and should not go abroad. 

^ow began one of the most extra- 
ordinary conversations that Victor had 
heard in all his life. After a, moment's 
silence, Ladjr Caroline said :•— 

'' Mj brother kas Tcry itaiaccouBtr 
Able ideas — don't yo4 think so, €(mnt 
Victor ?" and Wifhotit waiting for bi« 
mntviet, she added : '^ His oj^inions on 
xMbtiokODj, for instance, Hre destitute 
of eonmion sense. I liave reflected ^n 
the subject, and bave fixed my ideu 
hk 4 tdncU tM^ reasonable nianner. 
Ddi j^is knffwthai my^brtftbeip his .a 
t^r^ grettt fe^ti. lor yoti ? '' 
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' Victor replied by a respectful bow. 
She continued : *' I am resolved he 
shall give you, a real proof of his friend-' 
ship : he shall give foxx one of hi's sis- 
ters in marriage/* 

Astonishment at such an opening 
was expressed in Victor'!«t countenance^ 
yet he awaited eagerly what Mas io 
follow. Lady Mary^ quite i^peechless^ 
felt her heart throb^ as she fancied her ^ 
gister had guessed the strcret ificlina* 
tion whicK she had confessed io her* 
•elf, which, perhaps, she did not wish 
concealed from De Leyris ; but Lady 
Caroline was not the interpreter she 
would have chosen. She rose to leave 
the room, *' Stay, Mary/' said kcr 
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«i»ter, '^ you are welcome to liear wjiat 
I have to say/^ 

Again' addraiiiiig Vieior, the thui 
continued: ^^ You are tho friend of 
my brother^ but you do not know me, 
I iball gi?e you 4 detcription of my 
ebaracter in a few wo^rdi : I baveiome 
initruction^ my judgment \% pretty 
soundj and I particularly, pique my« 
self on my penetration. Ordinary wo* 
meni with ridiculoui aflfectationi con- 
cealtbeir secret sentiments^ and tbe 
preference whicb a man receives from 
them : my disposition is frank^ and I 
speak my mind at once,** 

V Lady Mary b^reathed mora freely: 
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she perceived her sister was sj^eaking 
'0n her own account^ and the rivaldhip 
did not alarm her. 

*' My bfotiier lofes you/' resumed 
Lady Camlina : *• Lady Mary aiid my- ^ 
self likewiie share the warm sentiminti 
of attaefament which be bears you ; 
your easy temp^^ your perfect good- 
naturtj deserve our frif ndsbip.^ I can 
truly, add^ that of all the men who 
have been proposed (o me^ I see only 
you who quite suit me for a hutband.'' 

De Leyiisi for the last five minutes^ 
had foreseen this conclusion ; hut was 
by no means tempted to reply. Lady 
Caroline did not ask f&r an ahswerj 
but continsted :— • 
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'' I hare seen Mongh of yow to fee 
continced of this. It is tisut^l for v^o^ 
men to fancy the men^ whom they marj- 
ry, perfectly faultless. I have observed 
before^ that my dispositioh is franktiess 
itself— I tvill not fail to point ont anjr 
thing that may displease me in you; 
You possess goo^t sensfe lis vrell as tny- 
self : yoa eaotidt pretend to be as per* 
feet as A woman whose faults a habil 
of observation and reflection natui^ally 
Correctf^-tbftt is to say, if A^ h«8 finy { 
And at to myselfi 1 muit etmhn I ne« 
ver knew that I had." 

Lady Mary eyed Victor with t look 
of kindness^ as if to beseech hit^ indul- 
gence and compassion for the inge- 
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TM^m iwHy of h£t flistee^ wbo^ at 
l^tigtb^, toiniiaAted liei^ ejrtmor<|inarf 

'' Ihave some qualities^ nbkh otbeps 
eommend — of these I never speak. I 
<}f# hatc^ ns I ieu l#ve; I «efve mjr 
fW€»48> as I ii^are v^ eocimif^s ; i adi 
to be 4e|»odeil oa; I have a. sens^ of 
wjbet is fight ; 1 iMn g»ef ons ; I have 
thfi imiaie love * of all (hat is great or 
good; and I confess thai I am well 
pleased with myself for having con- 
ceived the idf^ of ofering you a share 
of a large feftiiae> aild of making you 
ample amettds^ by my own choice/ for 
all the persecutions of fate^ and all 
the flisasters ^u h4ve endtjVed : '* 
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Victor liAdJeltextremelj awkward 

during the whoie of this haninguej in 

>vbich there was not a sedtiment but 

.what was false^ ilUtimedj aod calcu» 

lated. to offiKid. 

'' My lady/' replied Be coldly^ rad 
with [dignitj ; ''permit me to reply 
only to your cwfidence^ and to ob- 
serve that you haye given me the high- 
est mark of esteem 1 can possibly re-> 
ccive/' 

Lady Mary, to keep herself in 
countenance, held before her a volume 
of Racine, q>ened at random. 

'' It appears to me/' sl^d she timid* 
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ly, without/raising her eyes from the 
book^ '* it appears to me that, when 
we lore a person who has been tfn- 
fortunate, it is much easier to ofler a 
fortune than to persuade him to accept 
it/V 

. '' I dare say. Lady Mary^" rejoined 
her sister^ '' I daje say those may be 
your sentiments; you h^fe been 
bjroughtup with such narrow ideas^ 
that you M?er would have any thing 
to say for yourself ; you would always 
be afraid of expressing your thoughts.*' 

A vague hope made Victor attentive 
to catch the answer of Lady Mary : 
she again cast her eyes 0|i the book. 
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and as if impelled hy a secret senti-> 
luent an irresistible emotion^ she in- 
stantly repeated this line of the poet : 

*^ L*ainonr est-il muet^ ou n*a.t.U qu*un Am. 

and at the' same instant her ejes^ fixed 
dn Victor's, completed the expression 
/whi<?h her lips refused tp utter. What 
a flattering tale that look revealed ! 
What avowal could have been so ex- 
plicit ? 

The happy Victor, in his first trans- 
port, saw — heard nothing but the 
lovely Mary. In his delirium he had 

t 4^ Is love dien damb^ or has it but one Ian. 
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nearly ialleB at her feei^ wbra the 
Toiee of Lady Caroline awoke him- 
from the delightful dream. 

'^You did laot expect/* saad l^ey 
ladyship^ '^ the advantages which f. i 
offer you : my proposal proves that i ^ 
do nothing like other people; hut |^ 
leach you to know me : you are silent : '\ 
I hate gjt^tm you an example of since-" 
rity — do not conceal your gratitude. 
You accept my proposal ?*' 

It is impossihle to describe the em-^ 
barrassment of de Leyris in so delicate 
a situation. He was still silent. Lady 
Mary enjoyed this interval.' Lady 
Caroline was <m the point of feeling 

VOL. II. F 
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surprised at it, when very opportunely 
a servant entered the room, to say the 
earl was mounting his horse. Th^ 
count had agreed to accompany him in 
his ride to see a new invented machine 
for sowing grain. Lady Caroline her- 
self would not have Qiade her brother 
wait, for he never made any one wait 
for him. Victor rose, in; hiis heart 
blessing agricultural inventi(^;^ndus- 
^, and, above all the necessity of being 
punctual with methodical friends. 

This unforeseen deliverance restored 
to him so much presence of mind, 
that he was enabled to make an evasive 
reply, which Lady Caroline might in- 
terpret to the gratification of her va- 
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nity and her views: but his ferveat 
glance as he pressed Lady Mary's 
'bapd^ and said ^'Farewel!/' was suf- 
ficiently expressive to satisfy her that 
thanks may convey a refusal. 

- Lady Caroline thought herself so 
very superior to her unassuming sis \ 
ter^ that a poSssibility of their being 
compared never entered her imagina- 
tion — much less could she fear her in- 
spiring a preference. The moment 
they were left alone^ sl^ thus addressed 
her' sister : '^' Don't you think I have 
, done right, Mary, in ofFeritig my h^nd 
and fortune to the Count de Leyris ? 
My brother is his friend : on bis rc.^ 
port we may rely as to the bii^h and 
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f 

former condition ^ tb^^ foreigaeff. 
He 19 po^: eYfirjr one j^al^ ^f my 
brotWfi f eoeroiiiS; eoticliict tovnkrds 
Idm; but after thi^ efent^. I .think I 
shall totalljr ecliyse him/' 

I^dy Mary, ipreitlj ggitated^ Ipolcd 
at her ^iiteTj and umd,: '' Do j^^ 
feallj la¥6 my brother '« frioni ?" 

The 9BA]|e with which liady C^s(t 
tioe rcf^liedj expressed the pity she feit 
£»r her sister^ who y9^ do far froin fw^ 
9M»mf that independent philosophy 
which reduces all alSections to theii; 
real value* '^Lpve! love! my poor 
cbild [ we may love the sciencei> the 
arts, letters^^we may love the world. 
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play, horses, racing.: ••fWc jnatr5^: be- 
cause it is the*.cu^(iip::«dc^a]t:bitbi^ 
Iiave so decreed : we must take a hus- 
band ; but where is the necessity of 
loving ? It it the weakness of roman* 
tic girls, which great minds despise/* 

^' Oh f my dear Caroline," cried ^ 
Lady Mary, eagerly — ^' how much 
you delight me by this way of think- 
ing!'' s)ie added^ with as much timi- 
dity as candour. '^ I feared that yoil 
could not be happy — that you could 
not live without the (7ount de Leyris ;. 
but since it is only a husband you wish 
for, with your person, education, and 
fortune, you may certainly chuse out 
of iitt the three kingdoms." 

Digitized by LjOOQ IC 



iOS TiiE Bachelor. 

*f' What dp' f^ mM, child ?" Are 

'' Oh, I am happy, dear sister—* 
quite happy that it is so. Then my 
brother's friend is neither rooife nor 
less indifferent to you than any of those 
gentlemen whom you say you have 
refused?'* 

>' 

'* Certainly : what is the meaning 
of all this?" . 

- *' Oh, sister, that word has restored 
peace, hope— I hatf almost said hap- 
piness. I ought to repay the pleasure 
you afford me by a full confession of 
my dearest secret. He who is so in- 
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diflTerent to you— rwho is so good^ so 
amiable^ so unfortunate! — Victor, 
>vhoin my brother so dearly lov^s !— 
to be loved by him, to be united to 
him^— to be happy with him-^is the 
dream of felicity which I have dwelt 
on till it has become the warmest wish, 
tlie fondest hope — the dar-ling object 
of my secret prayers," 

Lady Cai'oline listened with great 
gravity to this effusion. It was the 
first time Lady Mary had given words 
to the subject vyhich had occupied 
every thought for several months, and 
now it burst at once from her lips with 
all the .warmth which youth, imagina- 
tion, and the country had given to her 
f4 
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' feelings. After a monient'd silence^ 
Lady Caroline said ; ''My dear girJ^ 
yon faaire the imagination of a French 
wtman : «6 far only you niight be 
tnitedtothe count: but you are puir- 
luing a chimera. You are not now to 
learn that our brother has faults a^ 
"well as the rest of mankind ; but ^ 
he is obstinate in his prejudices^ and 
quite as unwilling to suffer us to marry 
as to take a wife himself. For my 
part^ I could brave his displeasure ; 
but nature has not given you strength 
of mind to place you above certain 
prejudices^ consecrated by habit, yet 
'condemned by reason. Even were it 
otherwise, it would be of no avail in the 
present circumstances. You are the 
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Sport of your own error : it » not yott 
tbmt Victor loTes. I will not name 
her be prefers ; but a little reflection 
will ecuvince you that it is perfectly 
natural for nuiB to pf iae in a woman 
tliose qualities and tastes which eoin«- 
ci^e with his own* Men are fond of 
horses, sporting, the sciences : if they 
are so fortunate as to ineet4n a woman 
a companion who can equil^ or per* 
baps Surpass them in these exercises 
and noble avocations^ they must pre- 
fer her to those insignificant females 
who are mere domestic drudges^ who 
on^y understand a little paintings mu- 
sic, embroidery, but in all important 
and serious conversation can Only lis- 
ten, and be silent. If you, my dear 
F 5 
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idary, have not the superior qualities 
which J possess^ it is not your fault, 
hut that of the kind of educatian 
which you have received. I should 
be just the same, if by persevering 
study and care I. had not corrected 
and improved the talents conferred on 
nae by nature. 

'' I cannot tonceal from you that 
all de Leyris's attentions are directed 
to me. It is inconceivable that yo,u 
lihould not have seen it already. But 
no, your error fascinates you; and 
then a little vanity — ^you have your 
sh^re as well as other people ; the hu- 
man heart is thus moulded. 
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^^ When CouDt Victor is near you, 
he looks on whilst you work^ or you 
look over him whilst he paints. 
What good does that do? When I 
appear^ Indirectly draw him into con* 
versatiotton some important discov^ry^ 
on some interesting experiment:. I 
»peak— he li|Btens ; and when we part, 
he leaves me equally delighted and 
instructed. If he then draws near 
you, it is plain . that politeness is the 
inducement. 

'^ I would willingly console you, my 
dear Mary ; but I must advise you io 
give up all thoughts of Count Victor. 
I foresee that he must necessarily be my 
husband : he must — he will. Were I 
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to pennit him to refuse me^ be has not 
*he power." 

Thus spoke Lady Caroline. The 
imo sisters parted not the best satis* 
fied with each other^ bnt both in good 
huimmr with themselTes ; Lady Caro- 
line, from the high opinion she enterr 
tained of herself; Lady Mary^ from 
the conviction that if any one mistook 
Victor's secret^ it was not she. 
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CHAP. VI. 

A HURRICANE. 

Conform ABLT to bis sentiments con- 
cenmg marriage^ Lord Wiseby would 
trnquestionably have supposed Victor 
to hafo been turned adrift between 
two cliffs^ had be been acquainted 
with his real situation^ and would 
have felt himself greatly perplexed 
respecting tlie measures he ought to 
pursue. Not that he had not actually 
divined the senliroents of his two sis- 
ters with regard to his friend : as for 
the eld^^ he wa& c^fident that her 
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conduct would at all events excite bi9 
astonishment, if not his indignation ; 
and as for his gentle sister Mary, he 
thought her too shy to solicit a con- 
sent Avhich she was conscious she would 
not obtain. In this state of affairs^ 
Wiseby adopted a resolution to remain 
neutral. He knew that if Lady Mary . 
only consulted the sentiments of her 
own heart, Victor would not chuse to 
do otherwise than consult hisdeKcacy^ 
As for Lady Caroling,, be was per* 
fectly acquainted with hei^ character: 
far from consulting any body, she was 
ready upon all occasions to dictate to 
others. 

We may easily imagine that^ in the 
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height of her infatuation;, this vain, 
woman would naturally expect that 
the strange proposition we have al- 
ready noticed would be accompanied 
with an effusion of graceful and so- 
lemn protestations. In vain did she 
endeavour to iippute the obstinate si- 
lence of Victor to respect and timi- 
dity: the veil insensibly fell from 
her eyes, and she became apprehensive 
that she was mistaken for the first 
time in bcslitf. The gusts of vanity 
arose within her breast/. like the fore^ 
runners^ of a hurricane which ruffles 
the ocean before it rages in all its fury. 
She felt the secret workings bf moi^ti-' 
fication, an indefinable' humiliation : 
what ihe had previously mistaken' 
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for sympathy was now metamorphosed 
into scorn. She displayed by turns a 
cold reserve towards Victor, indiffer* 
euce towards Lady Mary, and peeytsh- 
ncss towards her brother; Her sister 
stood in awe of her ; V i<^tor avoided 
her ; but Wiseby watched her motions 
with jealous vigilAnee. The very per- 
sons who were desirous to converse 
together could now do nothing .more 
Am exchange stolen glances. Lady 
Caroline never failed tq obtrade I^r- 
self upon their company^ and was al- 
ways an unbidden guest. Such a cri- 
tical posture of affairs could not be of 
long duration. 

Thus cireunifttaneed^ Victor wa» 
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acquainted by a letter from Lpndofi^ 
that an old friend of his family was 
just arrived from the continent; whence 
he very rationally concluded^ that he 
might receive son^ intelligence con- 
cerning his sister through this me- 
dium. He embraced a resolution to 
repair instantly to this gentleman^ and 
found no difficulty in obtaining the 
consent of Wiseby, however the latter 
might be grieved at the sudden depar- 
ture of his friend. He could only ob- 
tain leave of absence for three days^ and 
a promise was extorted from htm tore- 
turn on the fourth, which he readily 
stipulated. 

This circumstance suggested the 
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idea to his mind of discharj^ing, on th^ 
present occasion^ his moral obligations 
both to Lord Wii^by and to himself. 
He wai sensibly that be was not justi- 
fied in suifering Ladj Caroline to lie 
under a mistake. What he had seen 
und heard^ impressed him with a pleas- 
ing conviction of the predilection 
•which Lady Mary had manifested to* 
wards him: but he did not chuse to 
abuse the generosity of her sentiments. 
, ' He resolved therefore to write seve- 
jrally to these two sisters ; in the first 
instance^ in order ta make an apology 
to the one for his non-acceptance of 
her proposals^ and secondly with the 
laudable design of pleading against 
himself^ against his loye> and, the 
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fondest wishes of bis heart. He pon- 
dered long, weighed every expression, 
vfiih scrupulous nicety, sought to qua- 
lify the severity of bis refusal and the 
vehemence of his transports ; and having^ 
concluded and sealed up both his let- 
ters, he delivered them to a servant of 
the family, took his leave of Wiseby, 
and set out on horseback. 

With the self-complacency of a, man 
who has just performed a meritorious 
action, he congratulated himself on 
having found this opportunity of 
explaining his sentiments to the sisters 
of his worthy friend. On that very 
evening. Lady Caroline received the 
following letter ; 
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'• I dare not converse with you^ my 
laify; but I dare write to you. You 
may read what you ought not to bear. 
Be not startled : I shall not utter a 
ayllable respecting my love. My ad- 
verse destiny imposes silence : it has 
interposed a partition between us which 
I never dare transgress,'* 

Lady Caroline was liighly gratified 
with this exordium : she ascribed the 
reserve which it expressed to the mo- 
desty of Victor^ and then continued to 
read as follows : 

""^ I am perfectly aware of what ho- 
nour enjoins me to do, or prohibits me 
from doing. I might make a confes- 
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sioo of my love^ without failing in mj 
moral obligations towards you> towairdi 
mjself— 6 my Mary 1 my beloved 
Mary!...,'* 

^' Mary I my beloved Mary ! ^* rei- 
terated Lady Caroline. How shall 
wp endeavour to depict the dreadful 
and instantaneous shock which this 
expression communicated to the frame 
of this arrogant and passionate wo- 
man? 

Gcstk reader, ka»t thou not oeca^ 
liimally remarkfd a black speck sud-* 
denly starting up on the azure sky^ 
whilst a shq) was out at sea > A pas- 
senger^ lulled in<o security^ discerns 
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nothing more than ^ simple cloud ; but 
the experienced pilot instantly furls the 
sails^ and lashes them to the main- 
mast. The black speck accumulates^ 
overspreads the horizon^, descends^ 
bursts^ and disgorges livid sheets of 
ligh^tning^ tornadoes, rain^ and all 
those elements which accompany the 
thunder of Jupiter. 

In like manner did the bare name of 
her gentle and modest sister awaken 
within the breast of Lady Caroline the 
mingled emotions of Wrath and pride ; 
her indignation made her recoil, but 
she presently re^npied her painful lec- 
fure with a stammering accent : 
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^^ Mary, my beloved Mary ! — anger 
of goodness and meekness^ of innocence 
and affection ! 

^' That generous rhapsody which 
escaped your lips, i;irfaich prbceeded 
from your heart, which ought to 
put the vain Lady Caroline to the 
blush....... -'^ 

At this passage Lady Caroline was 
seized with a sudden tremor, and fal- 
tered in her speech, but at the 
same instant she coneeived hope^ and 
meditated schemes of revenge ; she was 
convulsed with rage, and being pos* 
sessed, as it were, with one of those 
strange instincts, which hiake us t^ke 
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an udaccouptable delight intormait- 
iog ourselves^ by tearing the bandages 
from our wounds^ and aggravating our 
agony^ she struggled against her own 
mortification^ and continued to read as 
follo\¥&, without any further pause: 

"...-.....•. Ought to put the vain 
Lady Caroline to the blu^h. Did I 
ever once forget, think you, these an- 
gelic words ? Do you imagine that I 
was not compelled to summcm all my 
reason to my aid^ in order to refrain 
from fallipg prostrate at your feet, 
from bedewing them with* tears of 
sympathy, of gratitude, and love ? 

. <'Mary, ray beloyed Mary, your 
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soul is even more beautiful than your 
angelic person. How comes it to pats 
that Lady Mary should be the offspring 
of the same mother who gave life to 
, Jjudy Caroline/ a creature so absolutely 
void of sensibility^ that she . does not 
even know when she insuUs the feelings 
of others, 

^^ Your goodness^ Mary, your deli- 
cacy^ have never once escaped my ob- 
servation. Even before your lips 
pronounced those words, which threw 
The into such a delirious ecstacy, 
before they revealed tboscr secrets of 
your heart which I imbibed with such 
pleasure and avidity, and concealed 
with such religious faith within my 
bosom ; even before this, I say, did I 

VOL. II. « 
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not perceive how much you suffered 
for my sake on account of those pro*- 
posals which Lady Caroline supposed 
to be . irresistible^ but vehose manner 
was so disgusting^ that she made me 
overlook whatever was meritorious in 
her design ? You know my mind^ and 
that is sufficient. Far from being de- 
sirous to share the fortunes of your 
sister^ I would rather labour in the 
mines of Dalecarlia^ than be indebted 
to her arriDgant generosity, to her in- 
sulting compassion. But I am only 
speaking of her, I am only speaking 
of myself; and yet when I designed to 
write to you, it was not to speak of 
myself or her, but of you— of yourself 
alone ! 
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• '^ Mary^ ever dear and adorable^ you 
love me ! I have the vanity to believe 
this^ and this will suffice for my hap- 
piness^ but it will not suffice for your *s! 
If an involuntary sympathy^ if an ir- 
resistible impulse attracts us towards 
each other^ it is highly gratifying to 
yield to this delirium of our senses; 
but it is far more prudent to withstand 
it* It behoves you to reflect^ and it 
behoves me to advise you. 

, ^' You cannot know me without my 
own spontaneous assistance. I^ myself^ 
will give you an insight into my own 
dharacter^ I will not conceal any of 
my imperfections from your knowledge. 
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*' When you hare liad time to coH" 
Tince joarself tbaiyou arcs not deluded 
bjf an idle cliimera-^slrattlA yon rtift 
temaiu fascinated by tbe spelln of ycnlr 
present potent enGhantoienrt---^sbaHld 
tbey still survive, in spite of alt my 
efforts to didsoire the cbanu ; then ^ill 
my destinies be attached io your owit 
by an indissoluble knot. I wiU ven- 
ture td speak tor my friend, your bro- 
ther ; I v^rill overcome his |>f e|«diee» 
by being surety for your happiness ; I 
will venture myself to claim your band, 
although my pride has mad# SKs con^^ 
stftntl^r rejeet the adranees of Ladjr 
Caroline. Heavens ! Maiy, what it 
ditpafity is there betvreen you and her! 
Shpuld heaven restore me to my coun- 
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try, to my existence and fortune; 
should it ^ffbrd me an opportunity of 
exchanging situations with you ; were 
you bereft of fortune and of eountry^ 
so that it were perfectly at my option 
to make such a choice ; I should ne- 
Tcrtheless prefer the happiness of owing , 
every thing to your goodness to the 
happiness of conferring every blessing 
upon you." 

' During this painful lecture, none 
of my readers will doubt that the bo- 
som of Lady Caroline 5vas tormented 
with all the furies of disappointed love. 
Her lips quivered twenty times; her 
countenance turned pale ; her tongut ^ 
falterejS. Sometimes she would arep 
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with the anxious haste of a poor 
wretch sentenced to run ofer burning 
coals. Sometimes she would make 
a sudden pause with the stupor and 
horror of a barefooted traveller when 
he happens to tread upon a serpent 
lurking in the ' grass. When she 
came to the end of the letter, the 
violence of her temper vented itself 
in a furious explosion: she de- 
molished every thing that lay within 
her grasp. The looking-glass at hit 
toiletj the china service in her apart-* 
ment, were the first victims of her 
spken. In a paroxysm of rage, she 
trampled the fatal letter under foot; 
then she t'?ok it up and read it over 
againj bestov^ing all the imprecations 
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upon it which she thought Victor and 
her sister could possibly deserve. She 
cursed Victor for aa ungrateful^ inso- 
lent vagrant, a scoundrel and seducer. 
Her transports were occasionally sus- 
pended by a deceitful calm. She re- 
volved in her mind a thousand projects 
of revenge ; and she dwelt with pecu- 
liar self-complacency upon the most 
malicious of her schemes Thus she 
passed the night without closing her 
eyes, whilst her heart was open ,to 
all the suggestions of injured pride. 
At length the morning appeared, 
and her final resolution was taken. 



g4 
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On ber side Lady Mary bad re- 
ceived tbe following letter. 

" Tbe offer of your band^ my lady, 
and of your fortune, would assuredly 
create a number of envious rivals 
You migbt bestow your favours to 
mucb better advantage. The friend* 
•bip of your brotber, tbe kindness of 
bis sisters, will suffice for me. You 
love candour^ you will tberefore ex^ 
cuse my frankne€». I know tbe value 
of that which I reject. You know a 
great deal^ my lady ; but yoti have stitl 
to learn those obligations, we owe io 
misery when she supports the pride and 
independence of our nature. But al« 
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low me 4o pause here The only 

wish I have «till to breathe is, that^ 
Ladj Caroline will vouchsafe to coa- 
fide in my respect and gratitude. 

' VXCTOR DE LeyRIS/*^ 

The sight of Victor's hand-writing, 
and the first lines of this letter, at first 
overwhelmed Lady Mary with conster* 
nation ; h<it she presently discovered 
the truth, a«d shed tears of joy, Hec 
second emotions were the overflowings 
ef her generous soul. She vowed t(k 
return the letter not to her sister, but 
to the person by whom it had beea 
penned. This did not, indeed, pro- 
ceed from a wish to induce him to re* 
« 5 
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cant^ but in order to , ptrsuade him to 
qualify the severity of his refus&L 

In this beneyolent frame of mind^ 
she enjoyed that tranquil repose which 
exclusively falls to the lot of happiness 
and innocence ; and on the next morn« 
ing she came down to bi^akfast with 
a serene and smiling countenance. 

X<ady Caroline made her appear^ 
ance^ concealing her malice under an 
appearance of composure. She fouad 
* fault with every thing, which was an 
ordinary feature of hey character, A$ 
they withdrew she accosted her sister 
Qoldly, and said^ '' Here i«^a letter fcx 
you, which has be^a . delivered to me^ 
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and which I have perused. Advise 
thol^e geutlemen with whom you cor- 
respond hereafter^ to be more careful 
in directing their letters/' 

Lady Mary, who was trembling with 
anxiety and suspense/ took the letter 
mechanically, boing unable to make 
any reply. 

The, day was tempestuous : the im- 
placable lady was constantly throwing 
out specious accusations against Vic- 
tor, by blaming the confidence reposed 
iji foreigners, by exclaiming against 
their ingratitude, and against the dan- 
ger of admitting them into our fa^ 
miliea. 

o e 
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Wiseby slirugged up his shoulders^ 
er appeared to listen to her witboat 
iKaring what she said. When ihey 
rose from table^ L^J Caroline ordered 
her h rses to be saddled^ bade her brob* 
ther fiirewel^ and said to Lady Mary, 
with a yery significant look^ *^ I shall 
not take leate of jou. Lady Mary; 
yon shall presently hear from me/' 
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CHAP. VIL 



fiEVENGS. 



Wars we hive io perftnrm seryices; 
we frequently meet with formidable 
obstacles^ wbicli must be Tacnqiiisbed ; 
but wbcn yre are gmng to do mischief^ 
the most impotent and narrow-minded 
of 4ll n&ortals always contrires to find 
means and resources. In one single 
moment Lady Caroline had already * 
concerted heif project of reTenge, 
There was nothing wanting to secure 
its speedy execution. Mortified self-* 
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love never proportions the punishment 
to the oflFence. Let us therefore he can- 
did enough to saj in her. justific^'tion^ 
that Lady Caroline had never once re- 
flected upon the criminal and atrocious 
designs she was about to carry into 
execution. She drove to Windsor, 
alighted at the house of the Countess 

of T , her friead and near relative, 

one of Her Majesty's ladies of honour, 
whovcnjoyed the royal confidence. She 
described M. de Leyris as a suspected 
foreigner, whose presence and revolu- 
tionary sentiments might prove daur 
gerous, and requested ihat the Alien 
Bill might be enforced against hinu 
The wicked are always successful ; 
calumny js always believed, although 
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creduliiy has frequently cause to be- 
wail her own mistakes. The Countess 
of T- . . . was blindly subservient to 
the malicious rage of Lady Caroline; 
«iid when the latter departed from 
Windsor^ the storm was already low* 
ering^ and ready to discharge its fury. 
She set put again for Wiseby Place, 
ih order to feast her eyes with the de- 
licious spectacle^ 

On^ the other band> Victor, who 
was far from suspecting any danger, 
' returned according to his agreement. 
The uncertainty what effect his two 
letters might have pi^oduCed caused 
him great uneasiness. ^ The conscious- 
ness of hayio^ hetukened io. the die-- 
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tates of honour comforted him undier 
the appTdi€0sions of tb^ eoBsequeaees 
which might result from (his nqteasure. 
This w»^ hotvever^ jaot suffibimt to 
traoquilliM hift~soi|l* Great 9$ his at- 
tachment to Wiseby migbt be^ how 
sedactiye bowu the image of Ijady 
Mary might appear io the ey^ of his 
imagiBatioo^ he was still resob^ i6 
break all the ties of iovsa mni frkod^ 
ship, to quit Wiseby Place, nay even 
to forsake Snglaodj protided his pre- 
seMe should cause the least uneaskiecPB 
to the family of his frieod ; proTtde^ 
liady CajTolln^ taking otfonce at his' 
fofusaj^ should be « perverse as to 
make h&t worthy bnthec or her yauag 
4i^ter mffior for it, Tfeese apprebest- 



d by Google 



THE BACHEI.OR. 137 

sions were nsupportable to him: he 
cross-examined himself whether he had 
not been guilty of ingratiti^de by the 
manner in which he had rejected her 
proposals^ which^ although actually 
offensive^ were perhaps not intention- 
ally so. The sole mistake of Lady 
Caroline might have arisen from her 
being ignorant that when we offend 
delicacy^ it is the most sensible of all 
iiyuries* In shorty notwithstanding 
his innocence^ he wajs ready to take the 
whole blame to himself. Whilst Vic- 
tor was thus distracted with a cruel 
warfare within hit own breast^ L^J 
Caroline urged her course with all the 
impetuous velocity of vengeance^ aii4 
arriTed M Wiieby Pla«e. The tw^ 
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tainty of revenge gave her a secret sa- 
tisfactioDj which produced a strange 
revolution in her temper, insomuch 
that Lady Mary> although hei' cunning 
was much inferior to her good-nature^ 
began to mistrust the design of her 
absence. Lord Wiseby himself would 
have su<?pected her statement, had she 
erei, made him acquainted with the 
purpose of her journey : she therefore 
listened to her brother and sister with- 
out betraying any symptoms of impa- 
tience, when she heard them speak of 
Victor, and complain of the void 
he had left behind him at Wiseby 
Place. Finally, when a joyful excla- 
mation announced his return. Lady 
Caroline knew^ so well how to disguise 
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her fe^tures^ that M. de Leyris^ appi^ 
beading that his letter had caused her 
no manner of uneasia€;ss^ felt hifnsetf 
relieved from a great burden. 

He then proceeded to make his re- 
port concerning the result of his jour- 
ney, which was,. indeed, fmtr from being 
satisfactory, as his countryman had 
only given him somfe ^tale news and 
some vague reports. He only learnt^ 
for instance^ that the aittit of Adriaoa 
had fallen a victim to her disorder ; 
but he was left altogether in the dark^ 
whether Adriana had returned to 
France, or whether she was not at 
Constance, at Dresden, or at M unster . 
All he could say for certain was this^ 
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thai about six mon^ baek Adriami 
bad ^ ioyested money in the bank at 
Haibburgb^ 'whence he was led to 
suppose that she had a regular corres- 
pondent in that city. ^' From these 
loose bints/' added Victor^ *^ I have 
ventured to entrust my friend with a 
letter^ which be has promised to use 
his best endeavours to forward to this 
correspondent^ but without pledging 
himself fw the success of his under** 
taking/' '* It is a very essential point 
to be careful about a proper direction/' 
exclaimed Lady Caroline^ in a manner 
80 apparently gay and thoughtless^ that 
Wkeby thought she was only uttering 
an idle Word> and Victor recovered 
hit former strenity. As for Lady 
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Mary, alie bMamciboi^fatful, vtitlKnit 
l^tmg a.bs6lotely uneasy^ nor yet quite 
UBceiicertitd^ her loind fluctuatkig be-^ 
tw4en fear and I»ipe^ a state of mind 
which Lady Caroline wosqaitt over** 
joyed to discover. Lord Wiseby^ who 
hfiA foAdly ^upp0»e€l Ifaat now the for** 
tttoata 6min w^f arrived what be 
should coUeet iBformatioa Mfieernioi^ 
the fate of Madame d'Azemar^ was 
too melancholy to desire to^rolongthe 
conversation. '' You must be fa*- 
tigued, dear Victor/' said he to his 
friend, squeezing his hand : '' and, as 
I believe this is likewise the case with 
you, dear Caroline/' added he, 'Mpt 
us adjourn for this evening:^ but first 
of all, allow me to compliment you 
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upon this occasion. You must cer- 
tainly have made a pleasant journey^ 
for yoii ar« not so much troubled with 
the spleen as ydu were at the period of 
your departure/' 

Each of the company betook him- 
self to rest; as for Victor, his repose 
^as not to h% of long duration* 
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CHAP. VIIL 

THE DREAM. 

^^ You will find me strangely alter- 
ed^'" cried Lady Caroline^ as she en- 
tered the breakfast-parlour next morn- 
ing. '' The truth is that I have had a 
dismal dream.'' 
^^ 

'^ A dismal dream ! How so, pray ? *' 
exclaimed Lady Mary. 

^^ It was a dismal dream I can assure 
you/* resumed Lady Caroline. '^ I 
hare beea drestming about you^ Count 
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Victor. Methought you were \ralk^ 
ing in the avenue of. Wiseby Place, 
with a female hi^bitcd in white. It 
was night, but it was a very gloomy 
night. The heavens were overcast, 
and methought I could distinguish you 
by the" livid gleams of the lightning. 
The young woman, whom I did not 

recognise It was not you, my dear 

pretty sister,'' said shp, loolcing at 
liady Mary with an affectation of sim- 
plicity : but any one who eyed Lady 
. Caroline at the present moment with 
wistful attention, might have discover- 
ed a malicious joy in her looks. She 
enj^qyed the )iatisfaction of having 
awakened pleasing emotions ^ithin 
the bosom of her sister^ which were 
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arose ik'om a pleasiog ^tssoeiatkm of 
ideas vbkh iier fanqr coojuped «p^ 
UBmely, a dai'lc nig^j a refredhing 
diade^ and Victor seated Reside lier^ 
altbougti :&k mm nerdly ^^e ^droftBi <>( 
a third person. " ^ ^ 

^' The j<mng 'womaii/' i^entmpd Ija- 
idj Caroline^ '^ Whom I^id fiotrecog- 
wsze, Mtughit k vain to persuade ^ojU^ 
-Count Victor, /to withdraw. A bush, 
swarming with- soorpionsj attracted my 
:gaae : they elevated iheir cresrts, and 
began to hiss mosf hideotis^lj. Upon 
this signal, me thought I heard the 
■rattling of a chari^ot drawn by rfags, 
which suddenly iialted opposite to us : 

VOL. <I. H 
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an invisible power hand-cuffed M. de 
Leyrisj and forced him into the cha- 
riot ; the young lady swooned away^ 
the chliriot disappeared^ and I could 
only discern a dismal .tempest, which, 
caused me suddenly to awake/' 

Lady Caroline was silent — Lady 
Mary was melancholy and thoughtful. 
It was not because she had aoy faith 
in, dreams ; but her livdy sensations 
awakened a whole chain of corres* 
ponding ideas, and one gloomy thought 
would suffice to make her sad for a 
whole day together. 

The lord and his friend Victor re- 
marking these dismal forebodings 
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"iirhich agitated the bosom of Lady 
Marj^ sought to demonstrate that no 
maiinei: of credit ought to be attached 
to dreams^ which eyei^ body sajs^ bpt 
which few people are inclinedHo be- 
lieve. .Wiseby questioned Lady Car 
rolincj whether she could not start a 
more pleasing topic of conversation^ 
and hinted^ that as there were so many 
dther subjects^ she need not be greatly 
embarrassed in her choice. '' Dear 
brother/' cried she, '^ why should you 
lose your time in listening to me ? If 
you don't take heed> you will let the 
hour slip for taking the air on horse** 
back/' 

Wisebyi on looking at his watch^ 
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agreed ^hat *lre*ha^ ^tarried ^dmfe^at 

too tOfig, tttfd \rfftidteV ^ftoWi fhe ^orm- 

patiy. ^hedmellady wastiot^HShcrtrt 

hfcr todtiVe in ihAm^ lier *bro^fet 

i?irithftraw. An bout listA akcady 

ehtfised Trtnte lie.l^ 'flie ct>mpftny; 

lafly Mki^ feft'fhtfse str^bge foi*c*^da- 

' itogB "and alaritrs wbich *re ffequerflffy 

Ihte foYertiriniers^ at flh^l accidetifs, 

l^nd wkiA ^e are 'not tfccu^omed to 

ffect]ftlect, t?fl "ftie fatal ittofceliais acte- 

ally^sAfefa plart. As foi-Iiaiiy Caro-. 

^e^TsTle was silent, appeared an^iocrsly 

*to t^ll 4he minutes ai]^ time of day, 

knd was astonished to see do 'person 

make his appearance. Victor said ^0 

Lady Mary in a low whisper, '^ What 

« change has this dream produced in 
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your siiteca 4ispgtsi4iqp ! sj^e clo^9 not 

j^^l^Plt aiiA pensiy^ l^afgice OaVy qIv 
&ei v.e Imw &edaA^ 9^4 QOiBpx)sed W 
,^f ijEp ar^^" The aaiiable joiii^ l^dy 

quicksighted/' said she; '' Di^ h^ 
observe the motion of her foot/' In 
rtalUy the. foot of her. eldest j^istw 
went with ^ueh a rajiid motion^ 
aa iudic^ted at onc^ her mali^e^ 
her i£^ge^ apd her apprehension qf 
being dilsapppinted in her expecta- 
tion. Jier hqpes, however^ were hut 
too fatally accojnplished. A post- 
chaisi? entered the avei^ue of Wiseby 
Place, ^d halted befor? the doQjf Qf 
h3 
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the mansion. A man> dressed in 1)Iack^ 
alighted from the chaise^ and inquired 
for Count Victor de Leyris. Lady 
Mary, agitated with solicitude^ and 
Lady Caroline, being influenced by far 
different motives, concurred in desir- 
ing the stranger to be ushered into the 
house. 

Tkfi king's messenger, for shcu he 
actually was, instantly drew his badge 
of office out of his pocket, and ac- 
quainted Victor that hc^ must hold 
himself in readiness to accompany him 
to Harwich. He then read the osten- 
sible order for his expulsion from the 
realm, by which it appeared that he 
was liable to the peaalty of the Alien 
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Act. '' I shall follow you, sir/' said 
the friend of Wiseby. "I am not 
even inclined to disobey the unjust 
orders of any goyernment." The mes- 
senger went out to make preparations 
for his departure. '' Now all my 
wishes are accomplished/' exclaimed 
Lady Caroline^with an air of triumph. 
^' Alas ! what execrable villainy is 
this ! I plainly perceive that ray ap*- 
prehensions were not groundless,'* 
cried Lady. Mary with an accent of 
despair. 

Her sister made lib reply, but sur- 
veyed her with a glance of ineffable 
scorn. '' How, my lady," cried Vic- 
tor^ in violent agitation, '^ are you the 
H 4 
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author of this infamous plot? I 
might haTe saved y&u from t^ts shame. 
If my banishoient was the 6eope of 
your wishes, there wa^ no oecasioo for 
this vepgt^aHce." 

^' Po you call thia my venlgeaaee ?'' 
foriously cried Lady Caroline.. '' Thus 
far you are only acquainted with my 
mode cf punishment. You are ba- 
nished out of England : you are -not: 
even allowid. to take any thing 
with you. You. arc cast naked upon 
a foreign land, helpless, and without 
a friend. A wretched victim to in- 
digence and contempt, every doo^ will 
be shut against you. You will be 
suspected every where, without any 
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8af€gw^r<i gave #«ly jrour word of hp- 
aour^ wbich aobody will believe." 
A% the*e wordft^ ^ady M^ry^ o?er- 
wbelmed witli consteroation^ exclaim- 
ed^ '' Dear sister, for Qod'9 sake-> 
de^r sister, wHsit do you say ? *' '* Bar^ 
J^rous wofliai^!''^ ejaculated Yiei^ 
with an indignant tone. '^ Suffer iqp 
to spaaki" cried the passionate lady, 
wi^ ^ imperious and comini^odiiig 
volcfi. '^ ]le ju>t ^deluded with idle 
^opes that the friendsbip qf my bra- 
« tberwill mitigate your sufferings, or 
tbat bis riches will rescue you Crom v 
the Jaws of famine. It. is no longer 
his hand which can avert the misery 
and iusfsmy tb?t aw^ you : it is my 
4>wo; 9ad io spitjs of yoyrself^ yofi 
h5 
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must be inclebted for every thing to 
iny generosity. Here, sir, take thi« 
small portion of vvhat yoti] so arro-- 
gantly refused to share with me. With 
^is you will find yourself in affluent 
circumstances in any country. ^ I was 
desirous to punish you^ and my wish 
19 gratified. But this is the way in 
which an Englishwoman is accustom- 
ed to avenge her wrongs. This pocket- 
book is full of bank-notes^ which arc 
current every where. You may tra- 
vel where you please, the|,influence of 
England extends to every quarter of 
the globe." 

Victor scornfully thrust back the 
oocket-book^ and the hand which ten- 
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4ered the preseiitj when suddenly the 
messenger tigaki entered . His appear- 
ance^ ^hich was a signal for a fatal 
farewell extorted from Lady Mary a 
scream of agony and of love. Hurried 
away by the violence of her feelings^ 
she seized the hand of Victor^ and rush- 
ed into his arms. * *' Suppress^ I entreat 
you/' cried he^ sobbings and clasping 
.her in his arftis^ '*^ for God's sake^ sup- 
press those tears^ which only aggravate 
the horror of my destiny. My resolu- 
tion will scarcely suffice to support it. 
Farewel, amiable' lady/' cried he.-— 
'rAm I really an object of pity?'* 
added he with a bitter smile. '' I take 
your dear remembrance along with 
mc;,^ and I dare flatter myself that I 
h6 
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leave y6u mine. FareweL my belored, 
TO J adored Mary, farewel." 

The young lady was hitherto un- 
williog to disengage herself from the 
arms of Victor, who, on his aidei 
€Ould not prevail upon himself to com* 
pel heV to withdraw., but no sooner 
did she hear his last solemn farewel, 
than she eagerly recoljectad herself^ 
and betraying evident symptoms of 
disorder both in her speech and looks^ 
'^ Pronounce that word farewel no 
more,'' said she; '^ I will not hear it 
any longer." No sooner had she ut* 
tered these words, than she darted out 
of the house as quick as lightnings 
screaming aloud^ '' Where is my bro- 



d by Google 



THE BACQEIiOR. 157 

fher, where is my brother ? For pity'« 
sake, dear frieads> shew me which 
way my brother we^t^'* 

In the mean tinae Victor, who was 
struggling manfully against his own 
grief, was kd away by the king's 
mee^eoger. Lady Caroline remained 
alone^ and appeared^abaolutely amazed , 
exiolaiming^ whilst she scornfully threw 
away Jhe pocket-book^ which be bad 
left behind him, '^ I do not i^now- 
what to make of that man V 
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CHAP. IX. 
THE BROTHER AND SISTER. 

Victor, who had supported adver- 
sity with admirable constaijcy, as if it 
were a necessary ingredient in the 
composition of human nature, was less 
concerned about futurity and his own 
destiny, than distressed with the afflic- 
tion of Lady Mary and of Lord Wise- 
by.. Whilst the carriage hurried him 
away with velocity from Wiseby 
Place, the young lady, who was no 
longer a timid woman, but a passionate 
mistress^ sharing the destinies of her 
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loTcr^ flew on the wings of love and 
hope to meet her hrother, and be- 
grddged eveiy moment when she was 
compelled to halt and take breathy as 
so much precious time idlj lost. Sbe 
had already walked a full hour ^before 
«he discovered him. '' Brother," 
cried she, '^ he is gone. He has been 
forced from us/' She hesitated in her 
speech, and paused in order to take 
breath. '' Who, pray }" '' He him- 
self. I tell you Victor himself. A 

king's messenger Lady Caroline. . 

Come, I beseech you, come? dear bro- 
ther, come, and stop the triumph of 
villainy ; revenge the insult offered to 
your friendship, the misery entailed 
upon my existence.... come quickfy. 
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detir brother^ I beseech j9U to come/' 
H^r utter^Qce heifig cl^oaked wit}^ 
sobs^ Lady Mary sunk naotionleea iiM^ 
the arsis of Wiseby, ^rhose cheeks wer^ 
bedewed with tears. The latter sup- 
ported her in his p^rms^ trembHaff with 
the most livelj solicitude^ aod sent to 
a neighbouring cottage f<Nr some cold 
water, he besought her to pluck up 
her spirits^ to recollect bersc^lf, and to 
reckon upon his aid. When she had 
recovered her sens^es, '*^ Explain yow 
meaning/^ cried he. '' Victor — A 
kiug's messenger.... Lady Cirolioe., 
..What were you gokig to s*y ?*' 

Lord Wiseby was oae of tWe cha- 
racters wbo CMjry ft imiuffi 9f pW^gP 
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011I5 oa their outside> and who ootj 
become gradually susceptible 0€ strong 
emotioiis. Tbe obscure expressions 
of bis sister did not iostantlj s^fli^e to 
rouse him up to an equal pitch of 
phreazy and indignation. He waa 
never enraged till he had sufficient 
cause to be so. '' Let us hear vrhat 
you haye to say/* cried he, in a tone 
of voice at once serious and friendly, 
*'. What is the ro^tter^ my dear ? 
Speak calmly an^ deliberately^ and 
believe me, there is scarcely aiiy e^il 
which has not a remedy/' 

Ste then explained as clearly as she 
possibly could, although with visible 
uneasiness, the arrival ol'themeasenger, 
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tbe warrant which he brought 
along with him^ and the celerity with 
which the fatal arrest had been de- 
clared and executed. Her explanation 
wai mingled with invectives against 
Lady Caroline^, and she frequently 
paused in her narration, in order to 
give ber brother a tender embrace. 
She reminded him of his affec« 
tion for Victor, and, of the friend- 
ship which Victor bore towards him : 
in short, waving all secondary consi- 
derations at such a critical period^ she 
ventured to make a confession of his 
love^ assigning t]iis as a primary cause 
for the base revenge of her sister, be- 
ing anxious lest Wiseby should not 
^espouse the cause of Victor With suffi* 
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cient warmth^ and being likewise un- 
easy because ber brother's feelings 
were not quite so keen as her own« 
In order to produce a thorough con^ 
TictiaD> and to demonstrate whose 
hand had struck this blow^ she deli- 
vered two letters from Victor, which 
Wiseby did not however judge proper 
to read at that critical moment ; and 
then she gave him an explanation how 
both of them happened to be found in 
her possession. 

Notwithstanding the agitation visi- 
ble in the countenance of the sister 
during this conversation, Wiseby un- 
derstood her perfectly well, the more 
80^ as he had himself divined the whole 
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transaction long simce. He did not 

even appear to uotic^ t^at she bad any 

piersoaal concern in a catise wlxich $h€ 

pksyied with so nxuch vehei»ence. 

,His sole study was to appease hf r, and 

to condole wijlh hor on the aubyect of 

ijke disgrace which iheix conanooD friend 

had suffered . With one glance he 

instantly divined both the^vil and the 

renaedy, and said calmly to his sistefj 

^' All we have now to do i^ to reach^ 

Harwich before him ; and should he 

eren arrive there a few hours before 

us, we must indeed be very unlucky; 

or it is great odds whether or not the 

packet is ready to take him on boards 

and to make the wide ocean a barrier 

betwixt us/' 
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IWary, ^li of eagerness and impft- 
^iferrce, iiMjnifed afbruptly wlio tfce per- 
son "w^as wbotti %e shouM entrust wkh 
tills special tnissibn. ^' Wiie» i am 
•deritous of ha^in^ my tiirsihesB per- 
'forihefl tvith pnnctaalfty and accu- 
racy/* s^aidiie, ^"^ I alvyays do it my- 
self;- ^ 

In thrft wry instant there was not 
mnder thre cartopy of hearven a creature 
mor6 liappy ior tnore 'grate/ul than 
the sensible atfd good-natured Mary. 
Victor now possessed only an in- 
ferior plac^ in her affections : trae 
if^is she loved him, but lier btother 
now appeared to" her as ^n object 
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worthy of adoration. Wwebjr con- 
ducted her back to the mansion on 
foot. He took her under his arm, 
picking her steps for her as they went 
along; for he rightly judged, from 
the abundance of tears which she shed, 
as also from her whole external ap* 
pearance, that her thoughts and her 
eyes were wandering on the road to 
Harwich. ^' Dear sister," 45aid Lord 
Wiseby to Lady Mary on .their arrival, 
'^ give the requisite, orders fojr my 
departure. Get my horse Lightning 
brought hither, ready saddled. Sure 
I am, that if I am obliged to wait^ it 
will not be your fault.*' 

At that very moment they perceived 
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Lady Caroline advancing towards 
themr Lady Mary was seized with a 
tremor^ looked wistfully at Wiseby, 
as if she would fain implore his aid 
once more^ and ran to the Arabian 
stad. Ever since her sudden depar- 
ture her vindictive sister had very 
rightly guessed that she was gone to 
acquaint Lord Wiseby with the whole- 
transaction^ and to prefer an accusa- 
tion against her. She was abashed 
and confounded^ like an assas^in^ who 
fears he has dealt too hard a bloWj 
and looks with horror upon the very 
arm he has employed in perpetrating 
his criminal deed. She betrayed thfe 
looks and ^i^estures of a child who has 
inadvertently discharged a pistol. The 
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df imv brother fow^wfaelined lier with 
^comteraatioB ; but &at {lUsence cf 
inifid wb&ch Ss pwulnur 4o w«naM 
enablsfl 4er to treco.vjer an UBparartp 
leled Cfisoramee^ which appeani asto*- 
•nishing io people "vrho lave unpimis 
tind iin die ^iles of female tac- 
tics, ^ttch i¥eiiieii present a front 
lyilbont any depths ene ^simple tlioe^ 
which looks a« though it would bid 
defiance io an enenxjr; but when it 
comes to hard blows the line is pae-' 
sentfy brdkeo, ^nd the general is put 
to tbe root. It waa therefore >tfae 
rpractiee of Lady Caroline fto :inarah 
^ut and face ^a eskemy, rather than 
act^qpon the defensive^ or await the 
''shock'Of his assault. She opened her 
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mouthy iji order to speak; but his 
lordship regarded her with such a 
sterii aspect as completely silenced 
her. He conducted her by the hand ; 
an(l after they were arrived at such a 
distance as not to be overheard^by any 
one, he addressed her as follows : 

'^ Caroline, ymi have been guilty of 
an atrocious action : you have branded 
the English name with dishonour ; you 
have stigmatised a whole nation in the 
person of this single man. This you 
shall not do with impunity. 

^' I desire thatyou will instantly give 
me all the particulars of this vile plot, 
which you have so rashly concerted. 

TOL. II. I 

( 
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Recollect that you are not standing 
now before your brother, but in 
the presence of a peer of Englaiid^ 
^nd that it is the honour of a wbole 
country which you have injured. I 
command you to speak/' 

The intrepid and 'dignified tone of 
Toice which accompanied these ex- 
pressions instantly disarmed Laay Ca- 
roline of «Lll her effrontery. Van^^ 
quished in the presence of a superior 
whom she could not resist^ she hesi- 
tated, hi ushed> bit her lips; nay, her 
vexation even extorted some tears from 
her, and at length she confessed to her 
brother the only circumstances which 
Were yet a mystery to him. She dis- 
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dosed all the stratagems she had ein-» 
ployed^ in order to ruin Victor^ and de« 
scribed even the verj form of the war** 
rant by which he bad been taken away. 
After having extorted ratheir than 
acquired this information, he acquaint- 
ed her with his design 6f absenting 
himself for a few days/ and enjoined , 
her to withdraw to London; 

'^ Lady Mary will remain h^rc 
alone/* added he : ^^ she lives with 
her brother, but yoq stand in the pre- 
sence of your judge/' 

He went instantly in search of La-^ 
dy Mary, who returned, followed by 
1% 
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Lightning and the groom who was 
to accompany Wiseby. 

The features of the latter .were 
quickly relaxed again^ and he re*as- 
sumed bis accustomed good^nature 
and cheerfulness. 

''You shall not be long solitary^'* 
said he to his beloted sister/ as he 
was mounting on horseback. '' I re- 
quest it as a favour of you,- to make 
an excursion now and then on thft 
road leading to Harwich.'* 

He withdrew with a celerity which 
was truly gratifying- to Lady, Mary, 
who followed him with her eyes, un- 
til he was quite out of sight. 
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CHAP. X. 

EBB AND FLOOD. 

Lady Caroline entertained false 
principles; but she was not deficient 
in honour or magnanimity. Herpride 
\f ould never vouchsafe to ihake a pub- 
lic acknowledgment of her contrition, 
for this she would have regarded as 
pusillanimity ; whereas, far from con- 
cealing it from herself in private, she 
censured herself very freely, so much 
so that the voice of her own bro- 
ther did pot accuse her in such a. 
loud^ and unequivocal manner as her 
i3 
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own conscience. The mean subter-. 
JTiJge which she had employed in order 
to gratify her revenge, bow appeared 
odious^ to her, more especiallj since 
Wiseby bad exposed it in all its hi* 
deous deformity. She was now onde* 
ceived and enraged against herself, so 
that, conformably to the violence of 
her character, she was ready to adopt 
the most extravagant schemes, in order 
to re-establish herself in her own efti* 
mation, 

~ \ r 

In this frame of mind^ she happened 
to meet with her younger sister, who 
still indulged some fond hopes, aU 
though she was deeply a^icted. In 
this first encounter, the former sti>pt 
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shorty aild the latter turned her liead 
another way. Ladj Caroline took 
Lady Marj by the hand; but the 
latter rejected her civility with indig- 
nation. '' Forbear, sister,, for God'» 
sake! — forbear!" said she — '* You ar^ 
highly culpable." 

'' Pray/ don't be so free with your 
censure," rejoined Lady Caroline in a 
haughty tone. " IDo you imagine that 
it would be a hard task for me ti> com- 
pel you to overlook the injury I havg • 
dene you?" 

^' The injury you ha?e done me, 
barbarous woman !" cried Lady Mary. 
'' Am I the only one concerned I Be-. 
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think yourself. Do you uot actually 
know the person whom you have 
plunged into the gulf of misery ? . Is 
my bosom the only one which you 
haveafflicted with despondency? You 
have made our generous and worthy 
brother far more wretched than my- 
self/' 

''My brother^ do you say?" re- 
turned Lady Caroline^ with a scornful 
and ambiguous look. '' Is it possible 
that a man of his fortitude^ of his wis^ 
dom^ should not be beyond the reach 
of my malevolence? I never yet 
conceived myself possessed of such 
power/' 

Such incorrigible obstinacy and in- 
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sensibility stimulated the gentle lady 
to exert a spint somewhat above the 
4evel of her placid temper. Their 
long familiarity inspired her with rer 
solution enough to address hersister^ 
in the most impassioned tone^ to the , 
fdMowing effect : 

'* Thou ndonster of malice and in- ' 
gratitude ! dost thou not perceive that^ 
by banishing the innocent and unfor- 
tunate • Count Victor from England^ 
tlkm hast 'for ever annulled our hopes 
of ever beholding his sister amongst 
Us ? Kno\r then that Madame d*Aze- 
mar has long been the darling object 
of the *fond wishes, of the thoughts 
and sorrows of our brother. 
^ i5 
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'' That cannot be true,** cried Lady 
Caroline^ yrith an affectation of sur- 
prize. 

Hereupon^ij Mary^ overruled by 
the conviction of her own breast^ ac- 
quainted her iister with all the infor- 
mation she had derived partly from the 
circumstance of the open blJMs> and 
partly from the hints which htfd ocea-^ 
sionally fallen fromber brotbeir; de* 
monstrating, from circumstaptial evi- 
dence^ the uoiform and ardept &|lie4>^ 
tion of Wiseby for AdriaM^ iind not 
forgetting to employ every arg)ime«t 
which might aggravate the rjemofse of 
Lady Carolina for the erito^thetfiad 
committed. 
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JLady Caroline listened to her v/iiih 
profound atteqtion^ without making 
any reply. 

Being disheartened^ M^h^n shedis-, 
covered no symptoms of contrition j^ 
the copntenance^ of her sister^ Lady 
Mary had recourse to Hie last expedj^ 
eat usually resorted to by souls, f^-- 
dued with sensibility when all otfae? 
resources^ fail — she burst into tear^^ 
and withdrew. 

When any particular idea took pos- 
sejssion of the niind of Lady Caroiinej 
it engrossed her attention 90 entirely^ 
that ^she would often be solitary evea 
in the midst of society ; «nd her f^ncy 
16 
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would transport her*** to a desert. 
On the present occasion^ therefore, 
she was not aware of the abrupt de- 
parture of her afflicted sister. Anj 
other woman would have sympathised 
with the sensibility of this gentle lady, 
-would have wept along with her, 
would have evinced candour and sin* 
cerity, in order to avoid the suspicion 
of obduracy, and would have commu- 
nicated the generous purpo9es which 
agitated, her breast. But nature had 
denied her that delicacy of sentiment, 
that gentle fire of sensibility, which, 
among th6 generality of women, sheds 
at intervals a mild lustre, makes us in- 
dulgeiit towards their imperfections, 
and ready to bury all their faults in 
oblivion. 
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With a mind wholly engrossed with' 
the plani^ which she hadjust concerted^ 
which her fancy treasured, up, and in . 
idea had already executed^ she walked 
hastily to and fro, uttered some uncon- 
nected monosyllahles, with stich vio- 
lent agitation, that her body appeared 
to labour a€h much as her mind. 
'^ Well then,'' cried she, ''be it so ! 
If I have been guilty of b fault, pray 
do men never commit any? They 
are guilty of the most outrageous in- 
sults upon our delicacy. Do they 
know how to dijsplay their magnani- 
mity by a generous reparation ? 

'* My brother has ventured to ^m-* 
ploy threats^ and pretends that he will 
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make me repent of haying avenged 
my own personal wrongs. I will be 
beforehand with hioi^ and will compel 
him to ablush for his own want of dis- 
cernment^ in being unable to divine all 
that I am capable of doing/' . 

Lord Wiseb J had already acquaia^d 
her that he would speedily netu^ii. 
The pressure of the moment^ therefore^ 
urged her to take an abrupt leave o^ 
her sister^ without disclosing^ liow- 
everj the plans she had €<HPLcerted ; a9d 
sine set off from Wiaeby Pla^e, as 
dissatisfied as ever with others^ but 
presuming that she was fairly enti* 
tied to entertain a better opinion of 
herself. 
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flpiAP. XI. 

A RETURN AND, A DEPARTURE. 

jptsADER^ you may possibly have^ 
^een Steil^eU seaU4 ^fof^ ^^ piaiw 
fbfte^ gliding witb^a swift and d^^* 
terous hfiad frpai the ,oetav<es of the 
trebly to the octaves of thebass^and 
rf^ling your ears M^ith aa uninterrupt- 
ed fltream of harmeny : you may p08« 
sibly have se^n thai renowned bi^d ol 
passage^ so x^elebrated in oriaital talesj 
hurrying both the reader and the hero 
.of the story a buiatdfed leagues forward.: 
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in the twinkliog of an eye. The 
Teracity of an historian^ i;^ho is solid* 
tous to preserye the uniliesof time and 
place/ does not furnish him with such 
subsidiary aids. We must therefore 
even content ourselves to learn some- 
what later^ what occurred during these 
four daySj I will not siy at Harwich, 
but at a town somewhat nearer ; at Col« 
Chester and also London. Lbt 6s sup- 
pk>setbi8 time already elapsed: let uS' 
suppose Lord Wis6by and M. de 
Leyris on horseback/ ^Hoping batek* 
full speed to Wiseby Place, atad ihat' 
they arenow arrived within one league 
of the mansion. Wquld to God that 
it were in my po-^fei^ to convey tbis 
iiitdligeneeto the swetst s^nd amiable 
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Lady Mary^ to whom these four days 
appealed' like four ages^ and who is 
not aware that the period of her suf- 
ferings is so near at hand. What was 
she doings think you, in the drawing- 
room of Wiseby Place, when she was 
not petitioning heaven for the safety of 
her brother ? What else could she do 
than think of Victor ? for every obiect 
reminded her of him. This, for ex- 
ample, v^^as the spot where she took 
her last farewel ; here she would tarry, 
and chTerish hopes and fears. Where- 
soever she turned her regards, she 
beheld either landscapes of which they 
had made drawings together, with 
their names inscribed underneath ; or 
wreaths of flowers which he had taught 
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ber to paint. In another corner was 
a pretty portrait which ^ad ^lured 
^hem to approach each other> and 
which they wpre accustomed to con- 
template together. 

Thu8 the drawing-room at Wiieby 
Place was the centre of all her fond 
desires ; she found herself 8urrounde4 
with the dear memorials of Victor^ 
which caused her almost to fancy that 
he was still present. Suddenly her 
ears w^re saluted with a joyful sound ; 
Lady Mary beheld him and heard h£s 
voice. Who this gentlemaii was, the 
reader. will surely not enquire. She 
screamed aloud, and rushed into the 
nrjns of ber brother. Haii she only 
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liearkened to thfe raggoitiM^ of ker 
gratitude^ she woald hare fkllen pros* 
if ate at his fe^t. But the interview 
with Count de Leyris was a suhject 
of greater difficulty^ and our two 
l/oyers would have beien greatly em* 
barratsied^ had not Wiseby very oppor- 
tunely relieved thfm from tbeir alrk« 
ward tittwtiofiu 

'' Com#^ dear sister/' said he to 
Mary^ poinjt^g to Her h«ypy Victor, 
/' two friends, weU met, oiight iof 
embrace. each other/* Ha was «inwil^ 
ling, however, to prolong this aJ^ct'^ 
ing scene, bt^ing apprehensive that it 
might stagger bis principles artd re* 
ceived maxims. He hastemd tbere^ 
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fore to pat a stop %o Hhe dialogue 
between Victor and Lady Mary^ call- 
ing aloud^ '' Pish ! pish ! Talk' no 
more about our departure^ let us con- 
verse about our return. Let us ima- 
grne that we atre but just awoke from 
an unpleasant dream^ and that it is al- 
ready morning. Your impatience, dear 
sister^ admonishes me thkt I-faave for- 
gotten to acquaint you with the means 
by which I was enabled to restore 
Victor to our friendship* He will 
purely excuse me for repeating cir- 
cumstances in his presence with which 
he is already acquainted. 

'^ He had been some hours at the 
Antelope Tavern, at Colchester, when 
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I arrived. He did not appear sur- 
prized at my appearance^ because it 
was nothing more than he expected. 
I requedted Mr. Robihsea^ the messen- 
ger^ to defer the execution of his 
wttrrant> and I offered him my security^ 
^hich.ihe. Accepted. I hastened to 
London^ and alighted '• at (he Duke of 

P % to whom IVas instantly ad* 

mitted. Enteringinmiediately upon the 
subject^ I told him that the Count de 
Leyris^ wiio> in comeqiience of ground- 
less dalumnies; had been ordered out 
of the kingdom under the operation of 
the alien-act^ wag my particular friend. 
I confessed thai having orertakeii him 
at Colchester^ I had vontiyed upon my 
own personal responsibility to prpcurt 
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a po^ponetnent of his departure; 
and I requested^ of the minister to 
countermand m order which had been 
obtained fVotn him by imposture. 

'' The duke told tne frankly, that the 
charges brought Against Victor were 
80 strong, thai he would refuse to any 
•one btit myself his compliance .wifh 
such a request ; that boweTer he would 
belieYe> me upon my word* Htf wrote 
with his own hand a wimler^^ifder, 
of -v^hich, to cdmpjcfte my satkfac* 
Itioo, he permitted mo to be the 
bearer. I confess that something of 
Tinity mingled itself with the gratifica- 
tion I experienced on this occasion. I 
could not refroia from beiag ^attofvd 
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yviih the kind of deference whicli had 
been shewn me^ that a single word^ a 
single step on my part^ had been suffi«> 
cientto restore the repose^ and to vindi- 
cate the innocence and honour of my 
friend. However ( added Lotd Wiseby, 
in a less serious tone ), if I fbrgdt some 
of the details^ you will Very soon have 
an opportunity of reading them in 
print. ^ The daily papers will take 
care to inform the public how I con* ' 
ducted myself on the occasion^ and will 
omit no circumstance either true or 
probable. Only out of delicacy and 
for fear of an action of damages^ they 
will print only the first and the last 
letter of our names^ with precisely ns 
many dots between them as there are 
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intermediafe letters in them ; so that 
that will be no impediment to their 
being pronounced at full length in the 
coffee-houses. In England nothing is 
kept a secret from the public.'' 

. Scarcely had the earl finished his 
recital^ when Lady Mary drew a letter 
fron^ her bosora> and presented it to him 
with a timid air. Astonished at first 
at her apparent embarrassment^ he soon 
discovered its cause^ when he recognised 
the hand-writing of Lady Caroline. 
This letter had been brought from 
London in the mording. Wiseby read 
it with evident marks of uneasiness : 
'' What ahead !*' exclaimed he, after 
gome time ; *^ hear what your lister 
writes me.'' 

I 
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'^ 1 am in the wrong, my brother. .. 
There are not many women who would 
'make such a confession; but as Lord 
Wiseby does not resemble the generali- 
ty of brothers, neither ought his sister 
to resemble the generality of sistejrs* 
You have repaired the mischief I have 
done: I know it; and in the space of. 
two hours I shall be no longer in Lon- 
don. Do not endeavour to discover 
what road I take, nor to what country 
my determination carries me. It is I 
alone that know it, and that ought 
to know it. You will not see me 
again until I shall be able to compel 
you to admit> that in believing me 
unworthy of your esteem you have 

VOL. n. K 
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little kBowd and \vroBgly judged your 
lister, 

. CaROJLIKG MitFORD." 

*' Another piece of extravagance!^* 
exclaimed Wisebj when he had finished 
reading this letter. '^ Whither can she 
be gone, Mary? The.world ought to 
foe large ; jour poor sister may change 
her place, but her head will never be 
changed/' His natural benevolence, 
however, would not suffer him to think 
without uneasiness of the ^etermwa- 
tion which Lady Caroline announced. 
In vain he endeavoured to fathom ber 
motive for this sudden departure: 
Lady Ma^y could furnish faii9 with na 
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light respecting it. She herself wat 
bewildered in conjectures which point- 
ed to no fi^ed idea. Nothing was 
certain but the disalppe^riiQce of this 
lady^ the most inconsistent^ the most 
eccwtxie of bejr Be%; but whether 
43je wOiS gom to Scotl^md^ whether she 
still TfB^M^i in Englwd^ or whether 
«l^ b»Ji se( put fpv the continent, 
U wa^ i«fifio^^bIe to' tell; With a cha- 
i^affter Uk$ %eT$j h^ letter aifordedT 
m»f^ matter for .^^cetura, but none 
frpna whiphany cettaiM iiiferepce eould 
be drawa. 



1^2 
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CHAP. XI. 
ALTERNATIVE. 

Lord Wiscbyhad remarked^ without 
letting it be perceived^ how much Lady 
Caroline's letter had affected Victor; 
and he recollected with uneasiness 
what his friend had said to him oa the 
. road .from Colchester to Wiseby Place. 
Even in the effusion of bis gratitude^ 
Victor had proved to him that his 
delicacy was equal to his sensibility, 
by earnescly requesting his cohsent to 
his departure. A positive refusal had 
bee^ the earl's answer : the generous* 
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minded Frei>chnian had insisted upon 
hiB^ pointy asserting that his departure 
•was a necessary consequence of his 
gratitude^ an obligation which honour - 
in^osed upon him. , Pushed to an ex- 
tremity. Lord Wiseby had concluded 
by begging him to postpone this dis- 
cussion till their arrival at Wisebj 
Place^ and had changed the conversa- 
tion.- 

He now found himself iu a crufel 
state of perplexity. Vifctor and Lady 
Mary loved each other; of that he 
could not doubt; and he now saw him- 
self placed between their love and his 
established system — that opinion so 
rooted in his mind^ his avowed ayer- 
k3 
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sion to w^nmony. Towatrts ;'^kdt 
side jhould he iodine? His^ pr inoiplie 
could not yield. It ^ii^ iftoi ^^n entey 
his ideas to subject it to oxanwiatioo. 
After a certain peripd^a priacaple laaw* 
tains itself without ether aid : the 
pyrainids of Egypt, which defy the' 
lapse of ages^ have no .foundations^ Si|t> 
he did not fbel in himself the eoura|^ 
to sacrifice to it that tender interest 
which made him sympathize with -the 
weakness of his sister and of his friend^ 
. with their unfortunate wish to unite 
th^ir destinies^ In the first place^ 
how could he resolve to wound the 
heart of Lady Mary by the most cut-n 
ting of refusals ? and how could be 
foresee without poignant regret, the 
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natural consequence of this refusal^ 
the fnevifable departure of Victor^ of 
him whom he equally loved and esteem- 
ed, of the brother 0/ Adriana ?— ^It 
vfAs not that Wiseby actually thought 
it a mark of insanity to love : only 
marriage he could not tolerate, because 
h^ Wds habituated to believe it to be 
the signing of the doom of the parties 
, to fishery; but having compared in his 
M^isdom, or rather In his affection, the 
evil, certain in his own idea, with the 
no less certain misery into which hia 
rigour would plunge two lovers so 
infatuated with each other, he, after 
long deliberation, acknowledged that 
he did not possess the right of choosing 
for them, and resolved to reconcile, as 
K 4 
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fur as it coulc} be done^ an adherence to 
his own opinion with the interests of 
their passion. 

The day after his return^ he sent to 
request Lady Mary to attend him in 
his library. A request from her ex- 
cellent brother was to her an order 
which she would have quitted every 
thing to obey. She hastened to him : 
the earl took her by the hand^ made 
her sit down^ carefully fastened the 
door^ and after having satisfied himself 
that he could be heard by no one but 
his sister, he said to her^ with mildnesSj 
but at the same time with solemnity, 
and without any preamble — 
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'^ You love Victor ; I do not* ask 
v^betheir Victor loves you." 

\ At this openings tiie bashful •Mary, 
M^hom an urgent danger had caused to 
depart only for a moment from her 
accustomed reserve^ seemed' quite Ah- 
coneerted. 

/ f I did not imagine^ my dear sister,*' 
res^ttned Wiseby, oil observing her ' 
agttatbn, '' that I was telling you ^ny 
thing you »did not know before ; • it 
Mould sean however that I have been 
iiiipiartikig to you the.most unexpected 
piece of information." 

Tbase words were pronounced with 
e5 
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such a toM of pleatfantfy and gaietjr^ 
that Lady Mary raised lier ejm. She 
answered wi(h a smile^ and a lively 
flttih animated bet beauttfoi ftiitlilres. 

'' Suppose ilieft/'confiD«ediIieeacF> 
'' that the €oiiiit de Leyria sihoakl 
happen to love you> that yimshMM 
perceive it^ and that hy a series of 
attentioBs aa the <me $iAe, * aad the 
goodacsff of your heatt aa th6 aOuTp 
you should paitdon^ bditi^i^o £ir tfraa 
as to rep^y hitn with' a retunp of 
affdCtMm«^if this im«fdrtw» shookl 
ha|q^eo^ ny dear Mary^ irhat wovU 
you do?** 

5' I would aftl^advkt of niy^hralher/' 
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mMweredtfce amiable youngs lady; '"^ti^ 
Wdtild Defer with for any tbidg^lnit 
my bappiaess aud repoiie/' 

'' If you shottld ask my advice, attd 
Victor loved you, I would advise you 
fo lav« him ; but if would be n&ee^ekry 
to be very s^re |bat V ictoi^ loVed yon ; 
aod no perioii eatt judge betHer of that 
iMtter tlMui mysielf/' 

Lady Mary could n^ refrata from 
laugbk;. 'VVcry well, brother!" 
said ftbe; ^ I aik youi^ advice/' 

Vhe earl rettained itleirt for a 
vottitat^ a»d then said : *' Here we 
watbeo; tbi» daog^ I bavtf dreaded 
%6 
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these two months past. My dear sister^ 
Victor is wise> honourahle^aod delicate; 
an amiable disposition^ good education^ 
and the natural wit of his nation^ are 
the Jeast of his ejKcellepcies/' 

It is easy to codceive what pleasure 
this encomium gave to Lady Mary* 
Wiseby added^ with affectionate sensi^^' 
bility: *' Victor is thirty-four years 
of age ; you are nineteen. That mutual 
friendship which has so long united 
him and me^ stands you nn the stead of 
experience^ and abrid|j;e$ to you all 
those proofs^ still so precarious^ which 
-•are otherwise necessary to enable two 
loTer& to know each other. The at- 
tachment, the cbnfidence^ of aopble and 
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ingenuous hearty of a pure and tender 
goul^ cannot be better placed than upon 
him ; my worthy frknd would be the 
map whom I should wish for .the hus- 
band of my belove4 sister. — r-'* 

What then must haye been the state 
of Lady Mary, what her sufferings 
and her fears^ when she heard her, faro* 
ther conclude thus : '' I do not wish 
to afflict you^ my dearest Mary, but I 
shall never give my cordial consent to 
your marriage/* 

At these words^ Lady Mary, cour 
founded, ' overwhelmed with sorrow 
which she had not the power to express^ 
covered her face with her hands^^ and 
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burst into feart . She mistook tlie id* 
tention of her brother^ Who no doubt 
^as an eccentric cbatacter, but one of 
great $edsibility and geoerositj^ wbd 
did not wish to afflict her, and whose 
de9ign it bj no meant was ta present 
hei' with a pleasing illusion, in order 
again to destroy it i^ith a single woi^. 
Such a Gondtictr would have been alf<^ 
gether iiAWortby of him. But his 
ptejndite^ against that kind of onioft 
H^hich hi^ sister 1/?as desirous of con** 
tracting^ prescribed to him an obtrqae 
mode of proceeding. The good carl 
t^ished for nothing moref than to re- 
Cddcile the happine^ of his befored 
sister with his own peculiar ideas* 
which led himto adopt^analtli^rnative 
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retult df hik ieriow delibef atioii». 

ifiiflt fifajr^ Ihat iii^tbe brttia of a wise 
tiiai; folSy is separated from, reasen 
oDljr bjr a i»ery thiw jkartition. In tRfe 
understandings eccentricity is separated 
ftetit at^inrditlf' oiily by il^ digbt sbade 
6f differenced. LatA Wiseby Iwrar tdb 
tensfi&le ntfif io hate sothe st^iciotk 
that this Wa^ the e^e; and if^ was l^is 
jttdidons ibstintff that had pr^entfed 
Bith^ iftjtd' ejtpriesisittg' tKe'^g^fidfer series 
of his thoughts. Htiwitting to prbloifg 
the alarms of his sorrOWlii( sist^f/Bt 
hastened to conclude : 
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'^ Mjr de^r girl/* said he, while an 
air of gaiety ill concealed hi^ involun- 
tary embarrassment, ^' what I owe to 
my principles has not made me forget 
what is requifr^d of me by my character 
of a brdther, by my friendship for y^t^ 
and by your right to my 8u|)port.'' , . 

^ Hlfcre Lady Mary raised herbead> 
which had drooped upon her bpc^mi 
moistened with tears> apd beaviqg with 
sighs. She fixed her eyes upon thos^ 
of her brother. He. embraced her 
tenderly, and with the ipost cQ^isoiatx^ry^ 
friendly, and persuasive tone of voice, 
proceeded t|ius: 

'^ Let us,'* my deaf sister, '^ reconcile 
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the law prescribed to me by xnj princi- 
ples tvith the wish of your hesitt. You 
wish to marry; you wish it : very well! 
then let my friend^ Count Victor^ elope 
with you^ without my being supposed 
to know any thing of the matter/' 

At these words. Lady Mary hardly 
knew whether she was dreaming or 
not^ whether her brother was mocking 
ber^ whether ahe ought to laugh^ or to 
cry at being made a jest of. Lord 
Wiseby however did not give her time 
to meditate long upon the various and, 
opposite sensations that were all at 
once excited in her breast^ but proceed^ 
ed to explain to her his singular exK 
pedient^ his extraordinary^ plan^ in sbprt 
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would f ceedcile every thnig. 

He told het, that, not wishing to 
appear ia the business^ he would not 
lend her his cairria^^ but would take 
care to have one procured for her ; that 
Yictor^ at a certain hour vmi phtte, 
ifaould wait for her ; that he himaelf 
would conduct her to a iftnall dntante 
Irom the place of readezvovs, in order 
to Mtisfy himself of her safety; that 
M. de Leyris and she should tlwn 
proceed to the bmders of Scotland ; 
that from theace they should send to 
ask his consent to their marriage^ which 
bo would DO loiter be able to with^ 
bokf^ and for which they should not 



/Google 



baTe- \wg to vfikit At this Bioinraf> 
the anliable Xadj Ma#y cast a; tmdef^ 
leok ft bef bMberj expresme »t cAicd 
of uaeasuDew^ grMif tfde> aod ar sort 0f 
<5€>ilipasstoo for the weakness of tftis 
good and' amiable brother^ who rmkdm 
Jbkiieelf fidicttlotts fof feir of a^ftearm^ 
9a.. " S&o was aeoi^ihle that be couM tioti 
QOi»eede so much witlkoift ha^mgi b«l 
a hard ftti^gglefwitlihiiDietf ; jnd M 
fbar of disobligidg bim» sttd ^reotf^ til 
far as regarded herself, to all tto^ €oa^ 
ditionsr he thought fit to prescribe. 
The earl reserved tohunselfthe frater- 
nal task of procuring Victor's assent to 
his conciliatory expedient: he rested 
all his ideas upon grounds sufficiently 
plausible to leave hitoi no doubt that 
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they mutt conTioce others wlieo once 
be was coBTineed of them himself. 
Lady Marj was very (kr f n>m hein^g 
of his opinion. They therefore sepa- 
rated ; the one half satisfied^ undecided' 
in her wishes and hopes; the other 
delighted at having found means so 
ingeniously to reconcile with each other 
his afteclion for his sister and his friend^ 
his respect for the public opinion and 
bk immutable principles^ by means of 
his alternative. 
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- CHAP. XII. 

THE PLANE TREE. 

Lord Wisebj was walking in his 
park with his sister and his friepd: 
'' There," sAid he, stopping before a 
magnificent plane tree> '^ there is a tree 
^^hieh my jinclei from wh#m, I inherit 
this estate, planted on the day that 
I was horn/* Victor ii^mediately 
approached, made a sign that he wished 
not to be followed^ and taking a knife^ 
hp cut some characters in tibe smooth 
bark of the tree. After some minutes^ 
he had finished his work. 
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'' This tree/' said he to Wiscbj, 
has hitherto served onlj as a memorial 
of your birth : I intexid that it shall 
in future serve also to record my grati- 
tude aind mir liieiidihi]p/' 

The earl advauced. «id read these 
words: 

!8th May, 17M. On dhis day the 
Count de Leyris and Lord Milford 
swore friaidshtp to each other at 
Venice. At some distance beneath 
was written: 

10th March, \1U. On this Atj 
the two friends met again in London**-^ 
And still lower down : 
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12* June. The day ^n which 
Wiseby brought Victor hack from 
Colchester.— The carl^ deeply affected^ 
pressed the hand of Lady Mary's lover ; 
a»d looking at them both with tender 
affectjeti^ he is his turn took up the 
knife^ and carved these word« : 

Count factor de Leyris married Ladjf 
Mary MUford, the 

Victor, transported, threw himself 
into the arms of Wiseby . Lady Mary 
remained mute with pleasure; but 
this pleasure was not without alloy. 
§he too well foresaw the effect of the 
explanatitm that would follow. Her 
brother continued gravely: ^^ One 
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moment, my friend— I have not marked 
the day. You Jcnow me ; I am consis- 
tent; I know what I owe to myself 
and to others. You will not be sur- 
prised that I affix to my consent one 
single condition ; but I must ha?e you 
know that it is peremptory/' 

He pronounced this la«t word with 
an emphasis that greatly struck Victor. 
The earl, in order that he might not 
leave him in a painful state of suspense^ 
repeated to him wh^t he had said to 
Lady Mary : in short, he proposed to 
him his alternative, giving to his 
opinion the most plausible supports 
that it was possible to imagine. Struck 
with surprise at the view of the extra- 
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Ylkgairccsiowhich the human mind ii 
subject, eren i/i persons of the soundest 
judgment, M.de Leyris at that moment 
imagined he beheld a wall of brass 
flfise out of the earth to separate hint 
for ever from his adored mistress. Bjr 
a word. Lord Wiseby bad placed before 
his eyes the alluring image of bliss : by 
a word, he caused it to disappear : but 
the voiee <rf honour rendered Victor 
ihisensible ^ all the allurements of 
passion. It was in tain to propose to 
hittt to taike upon hkpsetf the mere ap* 
pearanee of blame. It '^as in vain 
that he might suppose that the truth 
tfouhi soon come to light, that he 
irotifd^oon be exculpated : it was too 
much for him to see his reputation 

VOL. II. L 
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tarnished for a single moment^ his 
delicacy and honour suspected: the 
affection of Lady Mary, the tacit and 
secret concurrence of her brother^ did 
not satisfy the generous scrupulosity of 
his mind. Whatever value he might 
attach to the happiness of becoming 
the husband of the lady vrhom he loved 
to idolatry^ he chose rather to renounce 
her than to set out with disgracing him*- 
self^and disgracing her with him.* H« 
therefore did not hesitate, but expressed 
his refusal, in terms not less frank and 
honourable than solemn and positive. 

Under such circumstances. Lady 
Mary had no opportunity of offering 
advice; and ha^d shebe#n compelled 
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to do it^ she would have found herself 
under great embarrassment. Though 
kind and indulgent^ she certainly could 
not think it a trifle to suffer herself to 
be eloped with : but here she had 
nothing to lose in the esteem of her 
brother^ which she valued above every 
thing; and the more ^Victor shelved 
himself worthy of all her tenderness^, 
the more she felt that to be united to 
him would be to her the sbmmit of 
felicity. Slje was therefore silent, 
listened^ and invoked heaven/whorc?*- 
mained deaf to her prayers. 

Whether Lord Wiseby was con- 
vinced by Victor's arguments, or 
whetiier be judged that fresh intreaties^ 
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on hk part would not me^ with Mjf 
better succegg^ he made no further 
attempt to subdue his obstinacy* 

The earl^ M. de Leyris^ and Lady 
Mary, walked back in pensive mood 
to the house, all three with the deter* 
mination to remain* true^ Wiieby to hia 
system^ Victor to his honour^ anct 
Lady Mary to her love. 
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HENRT COiBURN) of the Public Librast^ 



I. HISTORY OF THE FEMALE SEX^ 
vritten bj C. IAsxnsbIi^ Counsellor of Sttto 
to his Britaimic Majestyi and Professor of* 
Fhilof opbj at the UnWersity of Gottiiii|^n i 
in 4 Tols. small 8to. price 11. 8s. boards. 

*^ Thta woxk i? T^lu^e, nat only foir the 
Tast fund of ai^theniic and important infor- 
mation witii which it aboundis, but* K%e^o 
for the number of ci^rioi^s and o^idnal^jiec* 
dotes, relatire to the tereral Cbuns of Eu^ 
ropo^ wMeh am here Aelaikd in tlis m/ftst 
pleasing style." 

8. UBPJJTINA, ^ NoTel J by ApwaxurYoH 
KrQT^Nmne. Xc^AShrted tvQm th$ CcemMit 
9 loUk I4ai 
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5. A PICTURE OF VALENCIA; comptisiiig 
a Description of that interesting ProTmce of 
Sp^, its Inhabitants, Manners and Customs, 
Productions, Commerce, and Manufactures, 
&c, &c. Translated from the German of 
Christian Augustus Fischer. 8vo, 9s. 

^^ We have no hesitation in Recommending 
this Picture of Valencia to the attention of 
the Public at the present crisis ; and the Trant. 
lator deserves our thanks for furnishing the 
British public mth a description of one of the 
moni faflKcinating provinces of the most in-' 
teresting country in Europe." — Jntijacobin 
Review^ 1808. 

4. A PICTURE OF LISBON, taken on tht 
Spot; being ^ Description, Moral, Civil, 
Political, Physical, and Religions, of that 
Capital, with Sketches on the Government, 
Character, and Manners of the Portuguese in 
general. 8vo. 8s. 

5* CLARA, a Novel; by Madame Cottin, 
Author of Malvina, Elizabeth, &c. ; 2 vols, 
98. Ditto in French. 

6. BTELISARIUSi i new Historical Novel; 
' translated from the French of' Madame dt 

CrENLis. d vols. 9s. DKto in French, 8s. 



d by Google 



7. ZOOLOGICAL ANECDOTES; or, An* 
thentic and Interesting Facts relatiye to the 
Liyes, Manners, and Economy of the Brute 
Creation, b(^h in the^r natural and domestic 
cated State. By William Brewster. The 
U Edition ; in 2 toIs. price 7s« boards. 

^' These anecdotes cannot fail to amuse and 
to instruct the reader, while they are calcu. 
lated to produce a yery good effect, in check- 
ing that cruelty which is too frequently exer. 
cised to dumb animals, by interesting the feeU 
ings in their f9,J0uv •-^Antijacobin Review^ 
1808. 

8. CHRISTINA, PRINCESS OP WOLFEN. 
BUTTEL; by 4fe Autiior of Caroline of 
lachtfield ; 2 vols. lis. Ditto in French. 

9. MAL¥INA; par Madame Cottin, Auteur 
de Claire d'Albe, Elizabeth, &c. prec6d6 de 
Memoir^ sur la Vie de I'Autenr; 4 roll. 
208. 

10. TEE DUKE OF LAUZUN, an Histo. 
rical Novel; being the Continuation of the. 
Duchess of la Valiere ; by Mad. de Genlxs, 
2 Tols. 9s. ntto in French. 
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11. Les SouTemrs ie Felicie t**^; par flttd. 
dfiGsKiis^ % Tok. .108. AUb^ by the same 
Au.tkocy Le Comte de Cprke^ NouTelle His« 
torique^ 2 Te}a«. 10s* Le Siege de la Ro« 
cfaell«^ 3 ¥ols» 1^. Sinclair, ou la Victime 
des Sciences et des Arts^ 3s. 

^. AMBUR MANSFIELB,' psr Mad. Cot. 

TIN, "^ Tols. Ditto in Englisli. 
4. HANNAH RICHTER; by Auousttjs u 

Fontaine, 3 vols. 
9: FEilN!£T CASTLE, a RomiiK^^ in 4 voki 
4. THE CASTLB Of Aft^RAGON; or, tiic 

Bsndtttrof the Porett; dtol». - ; 
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